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THEOLOGY—Critical. 


REMARKS ON Exopvws vi. 3. 


And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, 
by the name of God Almighty, but s name JEHOVAH was I 
not known unto them. 

This passage has created great difficulty in the minds of 
many readers: because it seems directly to contradict several 
preceding passages. Here it is distinctly affirmed, that God 
was not known to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, by the name 
Jehovah. On reading this, the student of the Bible will be 
apt immediately to look back to the following passages, 
Gen. ii. 4-5-7. in which the word, Jehovah, occurs in the ori-» 
ginal. 'Thesame is the case in Gen, xvii. 1. When Abra- 
ham was ninety and nine years old, Jehovah appeared unto 
him. But it may be said, that this is the narrative of Moses; 
that he knew that the person appearing, had a right to the 
name of Jehovah; and might, therefore, as a historian call 
him by that name, although God had not revealed himself as 
Jehovah to Abraham. And this indeed would relieve the dif- - 
ficulty, if there were nothing more. But in Gen. xxii. 14, 
Abraham called the place, whither he had gone to offer Isaac, 
and where he had experienced a great deliverance, Jehovah- 
jireh (i. e. Jehovah will see, or provide.) Now, how could 
Abraham give this appellation, or use this phraseology at all, 
if the name of Jehovah had not been revealed to him ? Again, | 
in Gen. xxiv. 12, 26, 40, the servant of Abraham, praying 
to the God of his master, and speaking of him, calls him 
Jehovah. Farther, in ch. xxviii. 13, Jacobis thus addressed 
in vision, “I am Jehovah the God of Abraham thy father, 
and the God of Isaac,’? &c. Here it is expressly said that 
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God revealed himself to Jacob by the nanie of Jehovah; and 
in Ver. 21. we learn that Jacob engaged to take Jehovah for 
his God. 

How then can it be said with truth that God was not known 
to the patriarchs by the name of Jehovah? ‘To remove this 
difficulty it has been proposed to construe the sentence inter- 
rogatively, thus, 4nd J appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac 
and unto Jacob by the name of God Almighty—and by my 
name, Jehovah, was Inot also known unto them? 

It is certain that the Hebrew particle, here translated not, 
is very often used in asking questions, oe “Innon and nonne 
in Latin). Of this, examples may be found in Gen. xi. 6. 
1 Sam. xiv. 30. 2 Kings v, 26. Jer. xlix. 9. Lam. ili. 36, 
and in a great many other passages, to which the reader of 
the original may refer with the help of a concordance, or of 
Noldius on the Hebrew particles. 

The sense of the passage construed interrogativ ely seems 
to suit the occasion. Moses had returned from the land of 
Midian, where he had sojourned, into the land of Egypt, 
and had delivered his Message to Pharaoh. In the pride of 
his heart Pharaoh said, ** Who is the Lord, that I should 
obey his voice to let Israel go??? And he commanded the 
task-masters to increase the burdens of the people. This 
raised a cry against Moses and Aaron.—Exodus v. 19, 23. 

19. And the officers of the children of Israel did see that 
they were in evil case, after it was said, Ye shall not minish 
ought from your bricks of your daily task. 

20. And they met Moses and Aaron, who stood in the way, 
as they came forth from Pharaoh; 

21. And they said unto them, The Lorp look upon you, 
and judge; because ye have made our savour to be abhorred 
in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his servants, to 
put a sword in their hand to slay us. 

22. And Moses returned unto the Lorp, and said, Lord, 
wherefore hast thou so evil-entreated this people? why is it 
that thou hast sent me? 

23. For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in thy name, he 
hath done evil to this people; neither hast thou delivered thy 
people at all. 

In this juncture the Lord appeared to Moses, to encourage 
him in his mission. In Chap. v. 1, there is a renewal of 
God’s promise to deliver the children of Israel from bondage 
‘«¢ Now shalt thou see, what I will do to Pharaoh: for with a 
strong hand shall he let them go, and with astrong hand shall he 
drive them out ofhis land.” To give strength to the faith of Mo- 








THEOLOGY. 495 


ses, God is pleased to say to him farther, «I am the Lorp: 
And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, 
by the name of God Almighty—and was I not also known 
unto them by my name Jehovah? And I also established my 
covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the 
jand of their pilgrimage, wherein they were strangers,” &c. 
As though he had said, « Did not 1 reveal myself to your 
fathers as the Almighty and also as the self existent and un- 
changeable God; and after making this revelation, did I not 
promise to give them the land of Canaan for an inheritance. 
And shall not [, Jehovah, fulfil this promise? Go then to 
the children of Israel, and say, ** I Jehovah, will bring you 
out from under the burdens of the Egyptians,” &c. All this 
geems consistent, and forcible; but the common vergion, 
which says, By my name Jehovah I was not knewn unto fifem, 
when immediately there is a reference to the covenant estab- 
lished with Abraham and his descendents, appears harsh and 
unnatural. 

The translation proposed is allowed by the usage of the 
Hebrew particle; is consistent with the scope of the passage; 
and removes thie difficulty stated in the beginning. We have 
no doubt, therefore, but that it is the correct version. 

Assuming this as true, the passage affords when compared 
with some other passages, support to a doctrine of no small 
importance. 'The person that appeared to Abraham and other 
patriarchs was JEHovAH. Our Lord says, « Abraham earn- 
estly desired to see my day, and he sawit, and was glad.” 
This declaration compared with the passage just considered 
“gives evidence of the divine nature of our Lord. The Jeho- 
vah, if we may so speak who appeared to the patriarchs, is 
he who in the fulness of time, manifested himself as the Worp. 
and appeared among the sons of men full of grace and truth. 


{Extract from Harmer’s Observations.] 


CURIOUS CRITICISM ON JOHN Iv. 6, 


The learned have been greatly divided* in their opinions, 
concerning the true meaning of the particle yz@ in John iv. 


* If any should doubt the truth of this fact, they may be abundantly satis- 
fied by the collections of the learned Wolftius, of Hamburg, upon this’verse. 
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6, which is rendered thus’ in our version, JESUS, therefore, 
being wearied with his journey, sat ruus on the well: and it 
was about the sixth hour; which every body knows with the 
Jews meant noon. But an attention to the usages of the. 
East, and of antiquity, might, I think, ascertain its mean- 
ing with a good deal of exactness. 

Our version of the word, thus, gives no determinate idea, 
We know, on the contrary, what is meant by the transla- 
tion of a celebrated writer,* who renders the word by the 
English term immediately, but that translation, I think, by 
no :eans the happiest he has given us. It conveys the idea 
of extreme weariness: but nothing in the after part of the 
narration leads to such an interpretation; nor can I conceive, 
for what imaginable purpose the circumstance of his immedi- 
atf@throwing himself down near the well, before the woman 
Cz up, and which, consequently, it is to be supposed she 
knew nothing of, is mentioned by the Evangelist. Not to 
say that the passage cited in proof of this interpretation, Acts 
xx. 11, which, instead of so he departed, he thought signified 
the imméiitatencss of his depar ture, by no means gives satis- 
faction. It is not so expressed in his own translation of that 
passage, nor does it appear so to signify. 

The simple meaning, I apprehend, of the particle is, that 
Jesus, being wearied with his Journey, sat down by the well, 
like a person so wearied, as to design to take some repose 
and refreshment there: to which St. John adds, it was about 
the sixth hour. If this be just, the translation should have 
been something like this: ** Jesus therefore being wearied 
with his journey, sat down accordingly, @plike such an ong 
by the well. It was about the sixth hour.’ 

~The particle certainly reir conformity to an account 
to be given after; so John xxi. 1, Jesus shewed himself again 
to his “disciples at the sea of Tiberias; and on TuIs Wisk he 
shewed himself. referring to the account about to be given. And 
sometimes it signifies conformity to an account that had been 
before given: so, John xi, 47,48, What do we? for this man 
doth many miracles. If we let him Tuus alone,. after this 
manner doing many miracles, all men will believe on him. 
So ch. viii. 59, Then took they up stones to cast at him: but 
Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple, going through 
the midst of them, and so passed by: passed by, by hiding him- 
self after this manner. 

After this latter manner it is to be understood, I think, 
here: Jesus being wearied with his journey sat down like a 


* See Doddndge’s Exp. 











THEOLOGY. 497 

@ 
weary person by the side of the well, and in that attitude the 
woman found him, preparing to take some repose and repast. 
The disciples, it is said, ver. 8, were ‘gone away into the city 
to buy meat; but it does not.at all follow from thence that they 
all went, nor is it so probable that they did, leaving him 
alone; but that, on the contrary, some of them stayed with 
him, making such preparations as indicated a design in them 
to eat bread there. 

I have elsewhere shown, from the reports of those that 
have visited these countries, that it is usual for them to stop 
to take their repast in their journeying near water, and un- 
der the shade of trees, rocks, or something that may afford 
them shelter from the injuries of the air. Our Lorp with 
his disciples seem to have had the same intention, and ap- 
plied to this woman for water, of which, in those circum- 
stances, she must have been sensible they stood in great need; 
and had our Lorp offered to purchase it, it does not appear 
that she would have been surprised, for water was frequent- 
ly proposed to be purchased in those hot countries anciently;* 
and it appears from ver. 8, there was nothing extraordinary 
in the dealing of the Jews with the Samaritans, as to buy- 
ing and selling: what astonished her was our Lorp’s asking 
for water as a favour. 

It was indeed no more than had often been asked by, and 
granted to, strangers: what one, in particular, had done 
aforetime, who dwelt in the land of Canaan, and asked the 
favour of a Syrian damsel to give him and his attendants 
drink, Gen. xxiv. 14, 18, where there was no expression of 
surprise at it on either side. Nothing more than what has 
been done to strangers by the women of those countries in 
later times.t But there were no such friendly dealings, in 
common, between the Jews and the Samaritans. 

Their dealing with each other, as to buying and selling, un- 
Jess where peculiar bigotry and ill nature prevailed, will 


* Numb. xx. 19. 


+ So Haynes tells us, that arriving at Nazareth, the latter end of Decem- 
ber, about five in the evening. p. 133, 134, upon entering “ the town, we 
saw two women filling their pitchers with water, at the fountain [ have al- 
ready described, and about twelve others waiting for the sane purpose; 
whom we desired to pour some into a trough which stood hard by, that our 
horses might drink. We had scarce made the request, before they in- 
stantly complied, and filled the trough, and the others waited with the 
greatest patience.” Upon returning them thanks, one of them with very 
great modesty replied, “ We consider kindness and hospitality to strangers, 
as an essential part of our duty” Page 144. 


+ Luke ix. 52, 53. 
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show that the Jews might, in a peaceful state of things, with- 
out being much incommoded, pass through Samaria in their 
way to or from the Temple, in which country, though not a 
very broad one, they must have had continual occasion to 
take their repasts, and to lodge also, in their passing through 
it, especially if they did not travel with greater expedition, 
in that part of their journey, than Joseph and Mary are sup- 
posed to have done, in the first part of their return from Je- 
rusalem to Galilee. Luke ii. 44.* 

Wolfius has remarked, very justly, and I think some 
others,t that the Greek word gy does not necessarily signify 
on; that our Lord sat on the building belonging to the well: ei- 
ther a circular low wall about it, like those used in country 
towns among us, as painters and carvers seem to have un-. 
derstood it; or on a more magnificent erection over so cele- 
brated a well, as that of which the patriarch Jacos and his 
family had beed wont to drink. It has been used for sitting 
not on but near a river, and so, according to modern Eastern 
usages, it is most natural to understand it here, of sitting in 
a commodious place near that well. 

Whether the disciples had cords and a small leather bucket 
with them to draw with, which the Samaritaness did not re- 
mark; or whether the disciples were to procure proper im- 
plements in the city, which they were afterward to return, or 
at least, leave at the well for the use of its owner, who 
would soon have occasion to go thithers{ or whether they 
trusted to a favourable accident, as travelling people were 
very frequently coming to so celebrated a well, does not ap- 
pear. None of the conjectures is highly improbable. 

The time indeed when they wanted this assistance was not 
the usual hour of drawing water by the inhabitants, though a 


* They went, the Evangelist tells us, a day’s journey, before they sought 
the child Jesus, who they supposed was in the company with some of their rela- 
lions or acquaintance: now M. Maundrell assures us, that according to tra- 
dition, it was at Beer that they sought him, and that a church was built 
there, in memory of this circumstance. by the devout Empress Helena, 
page 64; Beer; according to ‘iaundrell, was only three hours and a half 
trom Jerusalem, page 66, or about ten miles: a day’s journey then, in those 
circumstances, was only ten miles, but Samaria, though a narrow country, 
was much broader than that. 


{+ Wolfius on the place. 


t Thus Dr. Chandler, somewhere in his travels in the Lesser Asia, speaks 
of goat’s skin with the hair on, made use of as a bucket, which was disten- 
ded by a piece of wood; to whichthe rope was fixed, and which was left at 
a well by a benevolent peasant, who had before drawn water for them from 
thence, fortheir use while he was absent. 
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common time for travellers to stop and take their repast. 
But it is to be remembered, when we find an inhabitant com- 
ing for water, that it was winter time,* and consequently we 
may believe water might then be: drawn at any time; at 
noon, as well asin the morning or evening, though these ear- 
lier and later seasuns seem to have been those that were most- 
ly made use of even in winter. Thus when Haynes travel- 
led from Cana to Nazareth, in the depthof winter, for it was 
about the end of December, he found many wofhen assembled 
at a fountain, to draw water at five in the afternoon, p. 144, 
compared with p. 131 and 134. 

The coming then of the woman of Samaria to draw water, 
just at noon, does not look as though our Lorn was fatigued 
with the heat, as well as the length of the way, as some have 
conjectured. ‘The air in those countries, it is acknowledged, 
is frequently pretty warm in the middle of the day, in the 
depth of winter; but had it been so then, the woman would 
hardly have gone to the well at noon for water; she would, 
most probably, have stayed till the usual time, the evening, 
or fetch it in the morning. 

That travellers frequently stop at noon, in order to take 
some refreshment, is evident from a remark made by Plais- 
tead: in giving an account of his traversing the mighty des- 
ert between Busserah and Aleppo, he tells us, p. 81, * that 
the caravan with which he travelled did not stop to dine as 
many caravans do, but travelled thirteen hours together.” 
Many Eastern travellers stop to dine, though some do not. 
No wonder our Lorp then, who seems to have been afoot, and 
wearied with the length of his walk, stopped near so inviting: 
a well. 

A considerable time after I had finished this article, I had 
the pleasure to find the very learned and accurate Bishop 
Pearce had made a similar observation on the meaning of 
the word gta, in his Commentary and Notes on the acts of 
the Apostles.+ 


* See ver. 35, of this 4th, of John. { On chap. xx. ver. 11. 








ii RON matt ea 


Sn pe ae, — 
Lap hailing aap coins ally sien gta! ln he Nive = , Fe ak eae As 


hie Ba dG PTE REA AOA 
= ees ae _— 




















TQ RO, 


Radld cent eee 
ee saad Saae 


Cate ree ae 
yaad abet 


aa 
AT AST E 


2 RR hale 


Rr OD Ri 


0 SAE ESA OT A a 9 a + 


See, 
ere 


ae 


heh. \ Kien ails 


THEOLOGY. 


THEOLOGY—PRacTIcau. 


{Instead of a short discourse for families in this Number, we present to 
eur readers a very copious extract from a Sermon preached by the Rev, 
Dr Miller of Princeton, at the ordination and installation of the Rev. Wm. 
Nevins in the first Presbyterian Church in Baltimore. We had thought at 
first of giving a review of the Sermon; but on second thoughts we concluded 
it best to extract the great body of the discourse. because in all probability 
the majority of og readers will not have any opportunity of seeing the Ser- 
mon itself, and yet there are many things in it which people and preachers 
both in town and country ought to read, and read with great attention. 
The text is] 


RoMANS i. 15, 16. 


So, much as in me is, Lam ready to preach the Gospel to you 
that are at Itome also: for I am not ashamed of the Gospel 
of Christ. 


‘¢] propose to embrace and illustrate the leading thoughts 
implied in our text, In the following propositions. 

J. ‘here are PECULIAR DIFFICULTIES and TEMPTATIONS 
which attend the preaching of the Gospel in GREAT CITIES; 
—and | 

li. tis of PECULIAR IMPORTANCE that the Gospel Br 
plainly and faithfully preached in such places. 

I. ‘There are PECULIAR DIFFICULTIES and TEMPTATIONS 
which attend the preaching of the Gospel in GREAT CITIEs 

It is not my purpose, at present, to speak of the difliculties 
and temptations which attend the Gospel Ministry in general, 
and every where; but of those alone which may be considered 
as, in some degree, PECULIAR to great cities. 

And, in entering on this branch of the subject, I need not 
say, that human nature is the same, both in city and coun- 
try; and that the same general virtues and vices are to be 


s 


4 


found in both. But it can scarcely, I think, be doubted, that 
particular circumstances in both, are productive of appro- 
priate effects, and confer upon the state of society in each an 
appropriate aspect. ‘There is, if I mistake not, a sort of in- 
tensity of character. imparted to the inhabitants of great 
cities; an intensity generated and nourished, by the almost 
constant intercourse of persons of like taste and employment, 
and by the unceasing stimulants which such intercourse is 
calculated to apply. In no places on earth, assuredly, do we 
find such extremes of character; such exalted virtue, and 
diabolical vice; such fervent picty, and daring profaneness; 
such noble generosity, and sordid selfishness, as in great 
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cities. We are told, that, in the land of our fathers, the 
hrase. ** London piety,’? is often employed to express the 
highest degree of heavenly-mindedness; and * London vice,” 
the most degrading and shocking depravity. We may apply 
the same remark, with some degree of propriety, to every 
great city. Cities are commonly the grand theatres on 
which both the good and the bad display their greatest ener- 
gies. Now, as in all society, the bad form by far the larger 
parts and as their follies and vices are heightened by the cir- 
cumstances in which they are placed in a great city; there, 
of course, we must expect to find, in its most concentrated 


virulence, whatever is hostile to the purity and simplicity of © 


the gospel, and whatever is opposed to the success and the 
enjoyment of a Gospel Minister. But to be more par- 
ticular. 

1. The accumulated WEALTH, and the consequent Lux- 
vRY and pisstPATION of a great City, form a serious ob- 
stacle to the plain and faithful preaching of the Gospel. 

If wealth were generally employed, as some pious indi- 
viduals have employed it, to promote the spread of the Gos- 
pel,.and the happiness of mankind; it would indeed be a real 
blessing, and its increase highly to be desired. But, alas! 
in this depraved world, how seldom is wealth thus employed! 
It is too commonly made to minister to the vanity and the 
| lusts of its possessors; and thus becomes a curse both to them, 
and to all around them. But in great Cities, where many 
wealthy individuals are brought together, and where the 
principle of competition and display maintains such a pecu- 
liarly powerful influence; there the «pomps and vanities of 
the world” hold an almost undisputed reign. There magni- 
ficent houses, grand equipages, splendid dress, and expensive 
entertainments, form, with multitudes, the ambition, and the: 
business of life. ‘There the unceasing effort of many, to rival 
those above them, to outstrip equals, and to dazzle inferiors, 
is the grand object, which keeps up the constant fever of 
anxious pursuit. 

While splendid living is the idol of one class, various kinds. 
of amusement, commonly called pleasure, employ and cor- 
rupt a much larger class. The theatre—the card-table—the 





| dance—the midnight revel, and every form of dissipation, are- 
; summoned to their aid to kill time, or to season the insipidity — 


of sober life. Amusements are multiplied, and combined, 
and varied, and reiterated, until they become the chief, and, 
with many, the sole employment. And even some of those 
whe are not engaged in these pursuits themselves, are se 
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connected by various ties with those who are, that they can- 
not escape the contagious influence. Cast aneye, my friends, 
over any populous city, and say whether the picture is not 
below rather than above the reality. 

Now, need I say, that all this is directly contrary to the 
spirituality and self-denial of the Gospel? Need I say, that a 
person who walks in such a course, even though he be a 
stranger to gross vices, cannot be a disciple of Jesus Christ? 
No, brethren, as long as the Brsxe is our guide, it is im- 
possible to decide otherwise. And I have sometimes thought 
that there is no class of persons more difficult to be approach- 
ed and impressed by a Minister of Christ, than your genteel, 
decent worshippers of luxury and fashion. We cannot de- 
nounce them as immoral, in the popular sense of the term; 
and they are apt to imagine that they are saints because they 
are not profligates. As long as this impression remains, there , 
is no hope of their being profited by any thing we can say. 
With what an anxious and trembling heart, then, must a 
Minister of the Gospel go to proclaim his message in a place 
where such society abounds! He needs not only all his for. 
titude as a man. but also all his confidence as a believ er, and 
all the gracious aid promised by the Master whom he serves, 
to support and animate him in the undertaking. He, of 
course, takes no pleasure in delivering an unwelcome or of- 
fensive message, as such; but would much rather, if it were 
possible, please all his hearers. How painful the task, then, 
to go to the tribes of vanity and frivolity, however elevated 
in their own estimation, and address them plainly and faith- 
fully, as Paul would have done, on the sinfulness and danger. 
of their course! How hard to natural feeling, to go to those 
who, it may be, a few days or hours before, caressed him, 
and perhaps loaded him with civilities at the hospitable table, 
and tell them, that except a man be born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God; that he that believeth not on the Son of 
God, shall not see life, but that the wrath of God abideth o 
him; that we must not be conformed to this world; but must 
deny ungodliness and worldly lusts. and live sober ly. righteous- 
ly, and godlily in this present evil world!—O, what a tempta- 
tion is here to soften or keep back the truth! What a tempta- 
tion to avoid dwelling on those great practical, Gospel doc- 
trines, which he knows are so grating and offensive to many 
of his hearers! 

But, alas! even this temptation, fearful as it is, is not the 
whole of his danger. It will be well if, besides softening or 
keeping back the truth, he be not gradually and insensibh 













*: 


THEOLOGY. 503 


drawn to adopt in his own person and family, those. very 


worldly habits against which he was bound to have lifted up 


both his voice and his example. 
being a faithful reprover of prevailing vanities and follies, he 
be not, in effect, their daily patron. 
ed, no harder trial of a Minister’s graces, than to mingle con- 
tinually with the members of a wealthy, polished, and fashion- 
able congregation, and at the same time to keep himself un- 
spotled from the world. 
well as the prudence of an Apostle, to be surrounded with 
the spirit of conformity to the world, and yet, without giving 


It will be well, if, instead of 


There is, I am persuad- 


‘Truly it requires the firmness, as 


just offence, to have no fellowship with it: to be continually 


solicited by worldly blandishments; and yet to maintain that. 


holy elev ation of sentiment and conduct which becomes an 
« Overseer of the flock,” a ++ sieward of the mysteries of God.” 


2. he 


REFINEMENTS OF PHILOSOPHY, falsely so called, 


which are apt to reign, in a peculiar degree, in great and 
polished cities, are unfriendly to the preaching, and the suc- 
cess of the Gospel. 

A variety of circumstances concur in drawing to large 


cities, a & 


reater number,'not only of the truly learned, but 


also of vain pretenders to knowledge, than are commonly 


found in other situations. 


In great cities, men of both these 


descriptions, are most apt to find appropriate society, and ap- 


propriate 


employment. There they find excitement, and 


gratification, and scenes in which to display their talents, or 


their 
found 
terprise. 


vanity. 
to be the favourite theatres of their association and en- 


Of course, places of this kind are generally 


jut need | remark, that persons of this character are pe- 
culiarly apt to be found arrayed against the simplicity and 


purity of 


to be unfriendly to the religion of Jesus Christ. 


the Gospel? Not that I suppose genuine philosophy 
The real 


and profound science of such men as Bacon, and Boyle, and 


Vewton. 


and Locke, and many more, demonstrated that 


knowledge, in itself, is a handmaid to religion; a friend to 


faith. 


But the pride of knowledge, and the speculations of 


false science, are diametrically opposed to the humility and 


simplicity of the Gospel. 


They are perpetually disposed to 


wage, aconcealed, perhaps, but real, and malignant warfare, 
against the Spirit, and all the distinguishing “and most pre- 


cious doctrines of Christianity. For example, the doctrine 
of the Divine existence 
mental doctrine in the system of Redemption:—The doc- 
trine of the fall and ruin of our race in Adam, our federal 


in a ‘Trinity of Persons, that funda- 
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head and representative; without which I will venture to say, 
both the language and the offers of the plan of mercy are un- 
intelligible:—The doctrine of atonement, by the vicarious 
sufferings, and of justification, by the imputed righteousness 
of the Surety, which may be said to be the life and glory of 
the Gospel:—And, finally, the doctrine of Regeneration,van 
of progressive sanctification, by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
without which no man shall sge the Lord—are all doctrines 
which the spirit of false and vain philosophy regards with 
aversion, if not with contempt. When, therefore, a Minister 
of the Gospel goes to a place where large numbers of those 
who possess this spirit are collected and embodied, must he not, 
of necessity, meet with peculiar obstacles, and with peculiar 
temptations? If, indeed, he will consent to betray his Master 
with a kiss, and to preach another Gospel, all will be quiet; 
this kind of opposition will totally cease, But he dare not 
do it. If he would save himself and them that hear him, he 
must not think, for onc moment, of such complicated treach- 
ery. 

This consideration appears to have deeply impressed the 
mind of Paul, in the prospect of going to Rome. He was 
perfectly aware that the proud philosophers of that great 
Capital would regard with disdain a man, who came to them 
preaching salvation in the name of a despised Jew, who had 
been crucified at Jerusalem as a malefactor; and preaching a 
salvation, too, which in all its features was adapted to abase 
human pride. He was sensible that he must go, calculating 
and contented, to be reckoned a fool and a madman, for com- 
ing with such a message to men who accounted themselves 
more wise than the rest of mankind. So he had found it in 
the polished and learned Athens; so he had found it in the 
proud, luxurious Corinth; and so he expected to find it, where- 
ever he went among the great ones of the world. And, let 
me add, brethren, so must every Ambassador of Christ ex- 
pect to find it in every age and clime, if he resolve to preach 
the Gospel of the grace of God, in all its plainness and pri- 
mitive simplicity. He must calculate on being regarded by 
the vain, the conceited, the proud, the self-righteous, where- 
ever he finds them, as a weak, prejudiced, sour, puritanical 
enthusiast: and it will be well if he be not loaded with still 
more opprobrious names. But he must be willing to encoun- 
ter all this, and. more, for the sake of his Master. He must 
be ready to say, with the same Apostle, who penned the 
words of our text— We are counted fools for Christ’s sake: We 
are made as the filth of the world, and as the offscouring of al! 
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things. But none of these things move me, neither Count I my 
life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my cowrse with joy, 
and the ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus. 

3. Another difficulty and temptation in the way of a city 
pastor, closely allied to the last which was mentioned, is— 
That, in polished and fashionable society, there is always a 
peculiar demand for smooTH and sUPERFICIAL PREACHING, 

It is not only the spirit of proud philosophy that is hostile 
to the Gospel. The spirit of luxury, and worldly refine- 
ment is equally so; and is often a more dangerous foe for be- 
ing more plausible and insidious. The votaries of pleasure 
and ambition delight in that kind of preaching which will 
not disturb them in their unhallowed course. They say, * Pro- 
phecy to us smooth things.”” 'The more a sermon is decorat- 
ed with the charms of a splendid rhetorick; the more it con- 
tains of the enticing words of man’s wisdom, and the less of 
plain, and pungent Gospel truth, the better adapted it is te 
their taste. In short, they will not fail to be pleased with a 
preacher, who gratifies their fancy with brilliant imagery 
and language, and their ears with fascinating tones, and says 
little or nothing to make them displeased with themselves. 

Search Christendom over, my friends, and you will find 
this to be one of the grand temptations in preaching the 
Gospel to the luxurious and fashionable, especially in large 
cities. And, alas! how many ministers who set out with the 
purpose and promise of being faithful, have fallen into the 
snare! They have begun, perhaps, with that most vain and 
delusive of all calculations, (for such I verily believe it to be) 
that the doctrines of the Gospel are never so likely to find 
their way to the hearts of the gay and the worldly, as when 
they are covered and disguised with artificial ornament. 
Hence they have insensibly contracted the habit of preach- 
ing,—the truth, perhaps,—but truth so gilded over,—so load- 
ed with ornament,—so studiously divested of every thing 
adapted to give it edge and effect, as to be little if any bet- 
ter than keeping it back. ‘This kind of preaching is greatly 
admired by the people of the world; but it leaves the pious 
to starve and mourn. It excites no alarm. It produces no 
complaint, on the part of the unbelieving and impenitent. It 
allows every hearer, who is so disposed, to shimber in secu- 
rity; and is adapted, ultimately, to make those who statedly 
attend upon it, Christian in name, but heathen in reality. 

Such have been the guilty course, and the fatal influence, 
of many a polished, courtly preacher, from the age of Paul of 
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Samosulé* to the present hour. Ifyou doubt the fact, search 
with impartiality the records of Jerusalem and Antioch, of 
Carthage and Alexandria, of Constantinople and of Rome; and 
you will doubt no longer. 4 

But, from a courtly, flattering mode of preaching, the 
transition is easy and natural to erroneous opinions. And 
accordingly, great cities have commonly been, in all ages, 
the hot-beds of error. Because there have been displayed 
most frequently the pride of intellect, and those splendid 
temptations which are apt to beguile from the simplicity that 
is in Christ. In the great cities of the Roman Empire be- 
gan that clerical ambition, whieh invaded the primitive pari- 
ty of Gospel ministers, and which finally issued i the Papal 
usurpation. In great cities, likewise, or, at least, in states 
of society similar to what is commonly found in such places, 
has generally commenced that fatal decline from orthodoxy, 
which began, perhaps, with calling in question some of what 
are styled the more rigid peculiarities of received creeds, 
and ending in embracing the dreadful, soul-destroying errors 
of Arius or Socinus.t We might easily illustrate and con- 
firm this position, by examples drawn from our own country, 
had we tiine to trace the history of several sects among us, and 
especially of American Unitarianism. But I forbear to pur- 


* Paul of Samosata, was so called from the place of his birth. He was 
the Bishop of Antioch, about A. D. 260. Queen Zenobdia, who then reigued 
in Syria, had a great esteem for him, on account of his eloquence, though 
she preferred the Jewish religion to all others. Paul, being a great cour- 
tier, in order to gain the favour of the queen, and to win her over to the 
Christian faith, endeavoured to accommodate his system of doctrine, and 
his mode of preaching to her taste. He denied the doctrines of the Trini- 
ty, as held by the orthodox; and also the proper divinity of Christ; and took 
ereat pains to add new splendour to the publick worship of his church. 
He at first attempted to conceal, or explain away his opinions. and gave 
much trouble to the clergy of his time and neighbourhood; but was, at 
length, detected, and deposed from the ministry. See the accounts given 
of this man, and his errors, by Eusebius, Athanasius, Nicephorus, Theodoret, 
Chrysostom, &c. 


{ The above language, concerning the destructive nature of the Arian 
and Socinian heresies, has not been adopted lightly; but is the result of se- 
rious deliberation; and deep conviction. Andin conformity with this view 
of the subject, the Author cannot forbear to netice and record a declara- 
tion made to himself, by the late Dr. Priestley, two or three years before 
the decease of that distinguished Unitarian. The conversation was a free 
and amicable one, on some of the fundamental doctrines of religion. In 
reply to a direct avowal on the part of the Author that he was a T'rinitarian 
and a Calvinist, Dr Priestley said—* 1 do not wonder that you Calvinists 
“ entertain and express a strongly unfavourable opinion of us Unitarians. 
“The truth is, there neither can, nor ought to be, any compromise be- 
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gue the illustration farther: and shall only take the liberty 
to ask, as I pass along—How it is to be accounted for, that 
the preaching of those who deny the Divinity and Atonement 
of the Saviour, and who reject the doctrines of Human De- 
pravity, of Regeneration, and of justification by the righteous- 
ness of Christ—How, I ask, is it to be accounted for, that such 
preachers, all over the world, are most acceptable to the gay, 
the fashionable, the w orldly-minded, and even the licentious? 
that so many embrace and eulogize their system, without be- 
ing, in the smallest perceptible degree, sanctified by it? 
That thousands are in love with it, and praise it; but that we 
look in vain for the monuments of its reforming and purify- 
ing power? I will not pretend to answer these questions; 
but leave them to the consciences of those who believe, that 
the genuine doctrines of the Gospel always have had, and al- 
ways will have, a tendency to promote holiness of heart and 
of life; and that we must all speedily appear before the juds- 
ment seat of Christ. 

‘The preacher then, who goes to a polite and luxurious capi- 
tal, ought to be most vigilantly on his guard against the ten- 
dency and the influence of which I have spoken. He ought 
to be constantly aware of the difficulty and of the tempta- 
tion before him: and while he endeavours to gratify, as far 
as is lawful, the taste for elegance and refinement in his pub- 
lick services; he ought, at the same time, so to preach as to 
be able, with truth, to s ay—I preach Christ crucified, not with 
the enticing words of man’s wisdom but in demonstration of 
the Spirit, and of power. 

4. A fourth obstacle to the success of Gospel ministers im 
populous cities, is the tendency of particular circumstances, 
in such places, to HARDEN THE HEART. 

Of these circumstances I have only time, at present, to men- 
tion two—viz: FAMILIARITY WITH DEATH, and the FRE- 
QUENCY AND PUBLICITY OF GROSS VICES. 

Few things have a greater tendency to impress and soften 
the heart, than Death, and the various attendants on the 


“tween us. If you are right, WE ARE NOT CHRISTIANS AT ALL; and if we are 
“vight yor ane Gross rpoLaTERs.”’ These were, as nearly ascan be re- 
collected, the words, and, most accurately, the substance of his remark. 
And nothing, certainly. can be more just. Between those who believe in 
the Divinity and Atonement of the Son of God, and those who entirely 
reject both, “there is a great gulph fixed,” which precludes all ecclesiasti- 
eal intercourse. The former may greatly respect and love the latter, on 
account of other qualities and attainments; but certainly cannot regard 
them as Christians, in any correct sense of the word; or as any more in 
the way of salvatien, than Mohammedans or Jews. 
































Papo ean teal eee meh aaa eed toe 


Ptah een or men nagee 


* Pe att, omits semen. ke, ee eee 











368 THEOLOGY. 





elose of, our carthly pilgrimage. The coffin, the shroud, the 
funeral procession, and the open grave, all tend to inspire 
deep reflection and seriousness, in every man who has not.be- 
come obdurate as a brute. Nay, the most abandoned profli- 
gate, and even the atheist, are compelled to be thoughtful 
while they stand over the house appointed for all living. 
Such, in fact, is the impression made, on the minds of most 
persons, by a death and a funeral, in those places in which 
occurrences of this kind are comparatively rare. But pro- 
bably-every one who has had an opportunity of making the 
observation, has remarked, that in large cities, where deaths 
and funerals, and sometimes large numbers of them, occur 
every day, they, in a great measure, cease to make the im- 
pression which is proper and desirable. The scene is fami- 
liar. The mind becomes, in this respect, hardened. And 
that whole train of motives which the Gospel preacher is 
wont te draw from the consideration of death and eternity, 
and which ought to be among the most awfully powertul, 
make. for the most part, but little impression. 

Tue same general remarks may be applied to gross vices. 
In the retirement of the counter vy, Where such vices seldom 

occur, and when they do occur, are in a great measure Ccon- 
cealed from public view, they are regarded with a kind of 
instinctive horror. But, in great cities, where they occur 
every day, and sometimes every hour, and frequently court 
the publick eye, they are, insensibly, regarded with less and 
less horror. And it will be well if the minds of many, who 
once thought themselves beyond the reach of such an effect, 
are not gradually poisoned by the contagious example. It 
~ will be well if practices once considered as unquestionably 
and highly criminal, be not, by and by, so familiar to the 
mind, as to appear scarcely criminal, at all, and as hardly a 
proper object of ecclesiastical discipline. 

Now, it cannot be questioned, that whatever hardens the 
heart—whatever renders death and eternity less impressive, 
and sinful practice, of whatever kind, less abhorrent to the 
soul, forms a real obstacle to the success of the Ambassador 
of Christ. It can scarcely, I think, be doubted, that this 
was one of the difficulties which the Apostle contemplated in 
the prospect of preaching the Gospel at Rome. There, he 
knew, that many of those practices which he must denounce 
as unchristian, were not only loved, but sanctioned by pub- 
lick opinion, and by general habit. Butin spite of this, and 
of every other obstacle, he declared himself ready to go for- 
ward; ready to put his reputation, and even his life in jeopar- 
dy, to plead the cause of his Master against all opposition. 
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5. The only other peculiar difficulty which I shall mention, 
as attendant on the labours of a Minister of the Gospel in a 
great city, is that Love oF varteTy, and that fondness for 
RELIGIOUS DISSIPATION if I may so Speak; which are apt to 
prevail in populous places. 

When a Minister is settled in a retired situation, or in a 
town where there is but a single church, and but seldom an 
opportunity of comparing the ministrations of others with 
his, he has, comparatively an easy task. He is, in a great 
measure free from that pecaliar pressure, which a very differ- 
ent state of things imposes on-the city pastor. In great cities 
there is created a sort ‘of morbid appetite for variety, and for 
an excessive quantity, as well as delicacy, of publick preach- 
ing. ‘Phere is such an easy access to every sort of talent and 
manner, that it cannot fail of being extremely difficult for 
any one manto keep together, and to satisfy, a large con- 
gregation. If he hope to do it, he must not only preach the 
pure Gespel, with diligence and with power; but he must also 
labour, as farasis lawful, to give his people that variety and 
richness of matter, which may be adapted to the various 
tastes of those who attend on his ministry. He must labour, 
as our Lord expresses it, like a good householder, to bring forth 
out of his treasure things new and old. He must, as the Apos- 
tle, in writing to Timothy, exhorts—He must give attention 
to reading, as well as to exhortation: he must meditate upon 
these things, and give himself wholly to them, that his profit- 
mgs may appear unto all. 

But that love of variety, which is peculiarly strong in thé 
imhabitants of great cities, and which a city pastor must 
make peculiar exertions to consult, and, as far as is proper, 
to satisfy, is not the whole of his difficulty. There is also a 
tendency in large towns, where publick exercises of religion 
abound, and where some churches, of one denomination or 
another, are almost always open; there is a tendency among 
many prefessors of religion, otherwise exemplary, by far 
too much to neglect the duties of the closet, and of the family, 
and to be almost perpetually engaged in attending on publick 
services. [fam a warm friend, “not only to a punctual atten- 
dance on the stated service of the house ef God on the sab- 
bath; but also to an attendance on prayer-meetings, and other 
similar exercises, as Providence may afford an opportunity, 
in the course of the week. ‘The person who has it in his 
power to attend such meetings, but has no taste for it, and 
seldom or never appears at them, gives too much reason to 


fear that if he have real religion at all, it is ata very low 
{) 
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ebb in his soul. Nay, Lhave no doubt that, where the prin- 
ciple of piety is in a lively and growing state, such meetings 
will be regarded as a feast, and there will be a desire to en- 
joy them as often as is consistent with the other duties of the 
Christian life. But this desire may be, and often has been, 
indulged to excess; especially by parents and heads of fami- 
lies. Many hasten from church to church, and from one so- 
eial meeting to another, until every hour on the sabbath, and 
every evening in the week, are employed in publick services. 
In fact, they seem to think that they serve God acceptably 
just in proportion to the number of publick exercises on which 
they can attend. ‘This religious dissipation—for it really ap- 
pears to me to deserve no better name—is productive of mul- 
tiplied evils. It interferes, almost entirely, with that calm 
self-examination, and self-converse, which are so essential 
to a lifeof growing piety. It abridges, or prevents, in a most 
fatal degree, that faithful instruction of children and servants, 
which is indispensable to training up a family in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. And it tends to surcharge the 
mind with an amount of spiritual provision, which is never 
properly digested, or likely to be advantageously applied.— 
The consequence is, that the young and rising generation, in 
such families, are never prepared by adequate training at 
home to hear the Gospel with profit. While those who are 
more advanced in life, taking little or no time for meditation 
and reading in private, do not grow as they ought in Scrip- 
tural knowledge, and remain but babes, while they ought to 
be strong men in Christ. 

Hence arises whatis alledged by many to be a fact, and what, 
I suspect, is really so; that among the mass of the professors 
of religion in great cities, there is, commonly, Jess accurate 
and digested knowledge of Christian doctrine, than among 
an equal number of professors in the country. Not that 
there is less general intelligence, or less access to books, in 
the former than in the latter: but, on the contrary, more, 
usually, of both. But because there is more mixed society; 
more of those distracting interruptions which multifarious 
society cannot fail to produce; and, of course, less retire- 
ment, less religious reading, and less leisurely digestion of 
what is read and heard. 

Now, itis perfectly obvious that all this is unfriendly both 
to the comfort and the success of a Christian pastor. What- 
ever has a tendency to interrupt or to abridge the exercises of 
retirement and devotions; whatever has a tendency to prevent 
professors of religion from enjoying much deep, undisturbed 
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converse with themselves, their Bible, and their God; and 
whatever tends to interfere with the patient, laborious pursuit 
of family instruction, and family discipline, will always be 
found to have an equal tendency to increase the toil, and at 
the same time to diminish the fruit of a Minister’s work: will 
render the closet a less edifying preparative for the sanctua- 
ry, and the parental mansion a less wholesome nursery for 
the church of God. 

Such are some of the peculiar difficulties and temptations, 
which beset the Ambassador of Christ in a great city; and 
which either hinder his success, or increase his labour, or 
tempt him to employ unhallowed means for avoiding the tron- 
ble which they induce. 

It cannot be necessary to add, that, these things being so, 
the situation of a city-minister is, by no means to be coveted 
or envied. If he have a more comfortable temporal support 
than usually falls to the lot of his country brethren (though 
this is by no means always the case, and perhaps more seldom 
than is imagined, when every thing is taken into the account); 
and if he enjoy the advantage of more intelligent society, and 
of greater literary privileges; he has, at the same time, if he 
be faithful, more severe labour; more perplexing care; more 
distracting interruptions from unprofitable company; less 
command of his time, for either study or devotion; and less 
ministerial comfort. He is like a soldier, whois not onl 
always on duty; but always in the front of the battle; often 
on the forlorn hope; and if he be sometimes cheered with the 
voice of approbation, and the shout of victory, he is, perhaps, 
still more frequently assailed by the murmurs of complaint, 
and discouraged by the fruitlessness of his toils. | 

I have dwelt so long on this branch of the subject, that less 
time than I could wish is left for considering the second pro- 
position, which is 

II. That, as peculiar difficulties and temptations attend the 
preaching of the Gospel in great cities; so it is of PECULIAR 
IMPORTANCE THAT THE GOSPEL BE PLAINLY AND FPAITH- 
FULLY PREACHED IN SUCH PLACES. 

It is of unspeakable importance that the Gospel be plainly 
and faithfully preached every where. For it is the power of 
God unto sulvation, to every one that believeth. If the salva- 
tion of the soul be of infinite moment; if the Gospel of the 
grace of God be the only message of life and peace to fallen 
man; and if he that believeth this Gospel hath life, but he ‘hat 
believeth it not, shall not see life, but hath the wrath of God 
abiding on hims-—then no tongue of men erof angels can tell 
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the importance of preaching the Gospel, in its simplicity and 
purity, to every creature. 

But the thought which I wish to illustrate and enforce is, 
that there are some considerations which render it PEOULI- 
ARLY important that the Gospel be plainly and faithfully 
preached in GREAT CITIES. Among many which might be 
suggested, | will only request your attention to the follow- 
ing. 

If there be any justness in the remark offered im a former 
part of the discourse, that there is a certain intensity of char- 
acter usually observable among the inhabitants of great 
cities; that, especially, their luxury and dissipation, their 
follies and vices are, in common, more strongly marked, than 
in the more sparse population of the country; then it follows 
that there is, humanly speaking, more NEED of the Gospel 
in the former than in the latter: a more imperious call for ex- 
hibiting, in all its solemnity and power, that most potent, of 
all means for opposing and subduing the depravity of man. 
It is a maxim, among wise physicians that the most strongly 
marked diseases, call for the most bold and vigorous treat- 
ment. ‘To counteract a poison of peculiar vir ule nee, reme- 
dies of the most active character must be employed. So it is 
in the moral and spiritual world. Where dilliculties more 
than commonly powerful and obstinate exist, remedies of cor- 
responding potency ought to be.sought and diligently applied. 
Since, then, the Gospel of Christ exhibits the only adequate 
remedy for human depravity and misery, it eught to be 
preached with peculiar plainness, fidelity and perseverance, 
wherever the diseases which it is inteyded to heal reign with 
more than ordinary malignity. ¢ 

Again; it is of pec coliar i importance that the Gospel be faith- 
fully and powerfully preached in great cities, because there 
it is commonly addressed to GREATER NUMBERS AT ONCE 
than in more retired places. ‘There the preacher has a more 
favourable opportunity of doing good upon a large scale: 
and, of course, the result of a given amount of labour, other 
things being equal, will be likely to be more extensively use- 
ful. When Peter preached at Jerusalem, and. Paul at Antioch 
and Corinth, they seem to have accomplished more by single 
sermons, than by many, in the smaller settlements. which 
they visited, 

A large city, likewise, forms, as it were, the heart, the 
most vital portion of the State or Country to which it be- 
lengs. It gives fashion, and almost law, to the surrounding 
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districts. A favourable impression made here, will be ex- 
tended in every direction. A happy impulse given here, will 
vibrate, and be beneficially felt to the remotest bounds of the 
social body. . How i rs tant, then, that in the Metropolis 
of a State or Nation, the truth be known and honoured, and 
orthodox churches established and edified! How peculiarly 
desirable; that in such a great centre of action and of influ- 
ence, there be able, faithful men, well qualified to be guides 
of the faith and practice of those around them! 

Further; in a great city, there 1s special need of instruct- 
ive, faithful preaching, because there, as you’ have heard, 
there is apt to be less reading, less retired devotion, less pa- 
tient use of the private means of growing in scriptural know- 
ledge, than are commonly found in other places, where the 
means of grace are statedly enjoyed. [t often happens, in 
large cities, that the instructions given from the pulpit, form 
the greater part of what many professors of religion and 
others, ever receive. Of what unspeakable importance ts it, 
then, that the preaching, m such circumstances, be plain, 
clear, sound, able, faithful, and edifying! How important 
that preachers be scribes, well instructed in the kingdom of 
God; qualified righily to divide the word of truth, and give to 
every one his portion in due season! 

Ina large city, moreover, the faithful, popular preacher 
will, almost every sabbath, address a number of strangers, 
who flock to the Metropolis, on business or pleasure, from 
every part of the surrounding country; and who, if they be 
benefited themselves by his labours, will carry with them a 
portion of the sacred treasure, wherever they sojourn, or 
wherever they abide. When Peter preached in Jerusalem, on 
the day of Pentecost, he was the instrument of saving bene- 
fit to many who resided in almost every part of the Roman 
Empire. Some of the inhabitants of Egypt and of the Lesser 
Asia, of Crete and Arabia, of Rome and of Parthia, were found 
together, drinking in the Word of life from his lips; and 
each, afterwards, going to his own home, we may suppose, 
became a means of saving knowledge to many aro und him. 
O how animating, and, at “the same time, how solemn, is this 
thought to one w he from sabbath to sabbath, proclaims the 
message of salvation in a populous city! Every time he en- 
ters the pulpit, he will, perhaps, pr each to some who never 
heard him before, and will never hear him again; and whe 
may carry away an impression eternally beneficial or inju- 
rious, according to its character, not only to themselves, but 
also to many others ever whom they may exert an influence! 
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Finally; in a large city, as we have seen, there is generally 
collected a much greater amount of intellectual power, of li- 
terary acquirement, and of pecuniary means, than are to 
be found in other places. Of course, if a right direction be 
given to public sentiment by the faithful preaching of the 
Gospel (and we cannot hope that it shall be given by any 
other means) we may expect to see a much greater amount of 
talent, of learning, of wealth, and of exertion devoted to the 
cause of the Redeemer, to the promotion of human happines, 
than could otherwise be reasonably expected. The servant of 
Jesus Christ, then, who takes the oversight in the Lord of a 
large and wealthy city congregation, may considef himself 
as called to preside over the movements of an Engine of 
mighty power, which, under wise guidance, may accomplish 
more than can easily be estimated;—not for his own personal 
ag¢erandisement;—not to gratify the littleness of sectarian 
bicotry s—but to support and extend those great plans for 
building up the church of God, at home and “abroad, which 
now do honour to those who engage in them, and which will 
promote the happiness of unnumbered millions in time and 
eternity. 

It is plain, then, that the labours of a Gospel Minister, in 
a great capital, are more important than those of most others 
in the sacred office:—That greater benefits, or greater mis- 
chiefs are likely to flow from them, according to their charac- 
ter:—And that, as he is called to struggle with many peculiar 
and most painful difficulties; so he has, also, peculiar induce- 
ments to be faithful, and may expect peculiar rewards for his 
fidelity. 


THEOLOGY.—Husroricat. 


DOCTRINE AND ORDER OF THE WALDENSES. 
[Continued from Page 374. Vol. III.] 


‘The Discipline under which the Wa/ldenses and Albigenses lived. Ex- 
“tracted out of divers authentick manuscripts: written in their own lan- 
“ guage, several hundreds of years before Luther or Calvin.” PxERRInN. 


ARTICLE I. 
« Concerning Discipline.” 


‘¢ Discipline contains in itself all moral doctrine, accord- 
ing to the institution of Christ and his Apostles; shewing after 
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what manner every one ought to live by faith, in his voca- 
tion, and to walk worthily in true holiness and righteousness. 
There are many instructions in the Book of God touching 
this discipline, showing, not only how every man ought to 
live in his own particular estate, of what age or condition 
soever he may be; but also what must be the union, context, 
and bond of love, in the communion of the faithful. And, 
therefore, if any man desire the knowledge of these things, 
let him read what the apostle hath said in his Epistles, and 
he shall find it there at large set down: and especially in 
what manner every one is bound to keep himself in unity, 
and to walk in such a sort that he be not a scandal, and an 
occasion of falling to lis neighbour, by wicked words and 
actions; and in what manner he is bour i not only to fly from 
what is evil, but also the occasion of evil: and whensoever 
any man hath failed therein, how he may be reformed, and 
come to amendment of life.” 

‘* By many such general instructions, the reclaimed peo- 
ple, newly brought into the faith, must be taught; to the end 
that they may walk worthily in the house of the Lord; and 
that they may not make his house a den of thieves, by their 
profane, wicked conversation, and toleration of evil.” 


ARTICLE II. 
«¢ Of Pastors” 


‘«* All they that are to be received as Pastors amongst us, 
while they are yet with their own people, are to entreat ours, 
that they would be pleased to receive them to the ministry, 
and to prageunto God that they may be made worthy of sa 
great an office: and this they are to do, thereby to give a 
proof and evidence of their humility.” 

‘¢ We also appoint them their Lectures, and set them their 
task; causing them to learn by heart all the chapters of St. 
Matthew and St. John, and all the Epistles that are canoni- 
cal; also a good part of the writings of Solomon, David, and 
the Prophets.” 

‘And afterwards, having produced good testimonials, 
and being well approved for their sufficiency, they are recaiv- 
ed with imposition of hands, into the office of teachers.” 

‘¢ He that is admitted in the last place, shall not do any 
thing without the leave and allowance of him that was admit- 
ted before him. And also, he that is first, shalldo nothing with- 
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out the leave of his assoc iate, to the end that all things among 
us may be done in order.” 

‘¢ Diet and apparel are given unto us freely, and by way 
of almss and that with good sufliciency, by those good peo- 
ple whom we teach,” 

‘‘Amongst other powers and abilities which God hath given 
to HIS SERVANTS, He hath given authority to choose lead- 
ers. to rule the people, AND TO ORDAIN ELDERS IN THEIR 
CHARGEs; according to the diversity of the work in the unity 
of Christ; which is proved by the saying of the Apostle, in 
the ist.chapter of his Kpistie to Titus. For this cause have 
I left thee in Crete, that thew shouldst set in order the things 
that are wanting, and ordain Kiders in every city, as T have 
appointed thee. WW hen any one of us, the aforesaid pastors, 
falls into any gross sins, he is both excommunicated, and 
prohibited to preach.” 


ARTICLE Til. 


- 66 Of the Instruction of their Youth.’ 


«¢ Children born of carnal parents, must be made spiritual 
towards God, by discipline and instruction; as it is said in 
Eccles.30. He that loveth his son, -causeth him often to feel 
the rod, that he may huve joy in him in the end, and that he 
ykenock not at the door of his neighbour. He that chastiseth his 
son, shall have joy in him, and ‘shall rejoice it him among his 
acquaintance. He that teacheth his son, grieveth his enemy, 
and before his enemy he shall rejoice in him. Though his father 
die, yet he is as if he were not dead: for he hath left one be- 
hind him that is like unto himself. Whilst he liveda@he saw and 
rejoiced in him: and when he died he was not sorrowful; for 
he left behind him one that wilt uphold his house against ‘his 
enemies, and one that shall requite kindness to his fr iends. In- 
struct thy sonin the fear of the Lord, and in the ways of God’s 
jaws, and in the faith. Despair not of thy child when he is 
unwilling to receive correction, or if he prove not speedily 
good; fur the labourer gathereth not the fruits of the earth as 
goon as itis sown; but he Waits a suitable time. 

« A man must also have a careful eye over his Daughters. 
Hast thou daughters? keep them within, and see that they 
wandernot. For Dinah, the daughter of Jaceb, was corrupt- 


tg by being seen of strangers.” 
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ARTICLE IV, 


« Concerning the Elders—the distribution of Alms—and Ee- 
clesiastical Synodical Assemblies.” 


«¢ We choose from among the people Rulers and Elders, 
according to the Divinity of their employment in the unity of 
Christ; agreeably to what is said by the Apostle, in his first 
Epistle to Z’tus—Ihave lefi thee in Crete, that thou shouldest 
set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain Elders in 
every city, as I had appointed thee. ‘The money that is given 

for the relief of the poor, is by us carried to the aforesaid as- 
sembly, and is there delivered for the common use in the pre- 
sence of all; and afterwards taken by those who arein au- 
thority. Part of that money is given to those who are to 
travel any long journey, to employ as they shall think fit; 
and part unto the poor.” 

«« Our Pastors do call Assemblies once every year, to de- 
termine of all affairs in a general Synod.” 


ARTICLE VY. 
‘6 Of Ecclesiastical Correction.” 


«« Corrections are to be used to keep men in awe; to the 
end that they that are not faithful may be punished, and 
separated either for their wicked life, or their erroneous be- 
lief, or their want of charity, or any of those evils which 
may possibly all be found in one particular individual. Now 
that it is necessary to use such correction, the Lord Jesus 
Christ teacheth us, saying—Jf thy brother trespass against 
thee, rebuke him betwiat thee and him alone, and if he repent, 
forgive him. Luke 17. ‘The Apostle confirmeth the same, 
saying to the Galatians, Jf a man be overtaken in a fault 

eo 
’ ‘‘ But forasmuch as all receive not these corrections in 
love, our Lord teacheth our spiritual guides what course they 
should take in such case, saying —But if he hearken not wnta 
thee, take with thee one or two; for in the mouth of two or 
three shall every word be established. Our Lord’s meaning is, 


that this is to be done, if the fault be not publick, and known. 


to many. But not so if the sin be manifest, and made known 
to every one: for in such case the correction must be made 
manifest too. The Apostle telleth us as much 1 Tim. v. 20. 
Khem that sin, rebuke before all, that ethers may fear.” 

Pp 
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THEOLOGY. 


ARTICLE YI. 
66 Of Excommunication.’ 


“But when such will not amend their hives by any of 
these admonitions, nor leave their wicked ways, Christ 
teacheth us what we are to do against such—ZJf they wilt not 
hearken thereunto, tell the aking: that is to say, the guides, 
whereby the Church is ruled and preserved, that he may 
be punished, especially for contumacy. ‘This the Apostle 
confirmeth 1 Cor. v, 3. I verily, as absent in body, but pre- 
sent in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present; 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered 
together, and my spirit, with the power of the Lord Jesus Cirist. 
As also in verse 11th. If any man that is called a brother, be 
a formicator, or covetous &c., with such anone no not to eat; 
but put away from among you thai wick d person. And 
again, Jf there be any one that will not obey our word, mark 
that mun, and keep no company with him, that he may be 
ashamed; yet count him not as an enemy. but admonish him as 
a brother; and as our Saviour saith, let him be unto thee as an 
heathen manand a publican; that is let him be deprived of 
all aid of the church, and of the ministry, and of the fellow- 
ship and union of the church.”’ 


ARTICLE VII. of “Marriage,” and viii. of the excess and dis- 
orders which are commonly committed in Taverns, 


Have nothing very particular in them, excepting that they 
shew the vigilant attention of these good people to every 
source of danger to the morals of their church members. 

When Presbyterians, and other Evangelical denominations 
of christians, denounce promiscuous dancing, as contrary to 
the spirit of our holy religion, they are ridiculed by some, 
and reprobated by others, as righteous over much, as affecting 
unwarrantable preciseness. But no opinion of this sort will 
be formed by those who are acquainted with the sentiments of 
the primitive christians on this subject, as well as of those 
who have distinguished themselves as witnesses of the truth, 
from that time to the present. The following language of the 
old Waldenses is very decisive.— 


ARTICLE Ix. 
“Against Dancing.” 


«‘A dance is the devil’s procession; and he that entereth in- 
to a dance entereth inte his possession. The deyil is the 
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guide, the middle, and the énd of the dance. A man sin- 
neth in dancing divers ways; and, therefore, we will prove, 
first by the scriptures, and afterwards by divers other rea- 
sons, how wicked a thing it is to dance. The first. testimony 
that we will produce, is that which we read in the Gospel, 
Mark 6th. It pleased Herad so well, that it cost John the Bap- 
tist his life. ‘The 2d is in Haodus 32d. When Moses coming 
near to the Congregation, saw the calf and the dancing, he 
cast the tables from him, and broke them at the foot of the 
mountain; and afterwards it cost 23,000 their lives. Besides, 
the ornaments which women wear in their dances, are so 
many crowns, signifying their several victories, which the 
devil hath gotten against the children of God. The women 
come not willingly to the dance, unless they are painted and 
adorned; the which painting and ornament, is a grindstone 
upon which the devil sharpeneth his sword. They that deck 
and adorn their daughters, are like those who put dry wood 
to the fire, to the end, that it may burn the’better. For such 
women kindle the fire of luxury in the hearts of men; as 
Sampson’s foxes fired the Philistines’ corn; so these women 
have fire in their faces, and in their gestures, and actions, 
their glances and wanton wards, by which they consume the 
goads of men.”” The article then goes on to show how, in 
dancing, all the ten commandments are violated. Having 
done this, it proceeds as follows: 

‘* A man may prove how great an evil dancing is, by the 
multitude of sins that accompany those who dance. St. 4u- 
gustine saith, ‘the miserable dancer knows not that as many 
paces as he makes in dancing, so many leaps he makes to hell.’ 
They sin in their ornaments, after a five-fold manner. First; 
by being proud thereof—Secondly, by inflaming the hearts of 
those that behold them. T hirdly, when they make those 
ashamed that have not the like ornaments, giving them ocCa- 
sion to covet the like. Fourthly, by making women importu- 
nate in demanding the like or naments of their husbands. And, 
fifthly, when theyaannot obtain them.of their husbands, ther 
seek to get them elsewhere by sin. They sin by singing 
and playing on instruments; for their songs bewitch the hearts 
of those that hear them, with temporal delight, forgetting 
God, and uttering nothing in their songs but lies and vani- 
ties, and the very motion of the body which is used in danc- 
ing, gives testimony enough of evil.” 

In a treatise of the Old Waldenses concerning Antichrist 
the following chapter is found: 
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“Of Chrism, or Confirmation.” 





‘‘Now to speak of the Chrism, which they also call a Sa-. 
crament, which has no ground at all in scripture. They 
say, that first it must be administered by a Bishop, and com- 
pounded of Olive Oil, and of balm, to be applied to the per- 
son baptised, upon the forehead; with the sign of the cross, 
and with these words, J sign thee with the sign of the cross, 
and confirm thee by the sign of salvation, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; which is per- 
formed by imposition of hands, and with a white covering on 
the head. This is that which they call the Sacrament of Con- 
firmation,” WHICH WE DO NOT FIND INSTITUTED EITHER 
BY CHRIST OR His AP»STLES. For Christ, the pattern of all 
his church, was not confirmed in his own person; and he doth 
not require that there should be any such unction in baptism, 
but only pure water. Therefore such sacrament is not need- 
ful to salvation, but thereby God is blasphemed. It was in- 
troduced by the devil’s instigation, to seduce the people, and 
to deprive them of the faith of the church; and that by such 
means they might be induced the more to believe in the cere- 
monies, and IN THE NECESSITY OF THE B'SHOPS.”’ 

HISTORICUS. 
{To be concluded in our next.) 





MISCELLANY. 
DR. CLAYTON’s LETTERS ON VIRGINIA, 


(Continued from Page 476.) 


Mr. Clayton’s second Letter, containing his. farther Observa-- 
tions on Virginia. rd 

Berne honour’d with the Thanks of the Society for my 
last, and receiving by my worthy Friend Dr. Moulin. their 
Commands to proceed, I have added here my Observations 
of the Waters, and part of the Earth and Soil. I shall wave 
both Complements and Apologies, since I have greater Res- 
pect and Honor for the Society than I can possibly express, 
and have no reason to suspect their Fayour, whose Candid- 
ness Iso signally proved in ny last. 
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MISCELLANY. 


OF THE WATER. 


“Fwixt the two Capes, the Southern, call’d the Cape Henry, 
the more Northerly call’d Cape Charles, there runs up a great 
Bay..call’d the Bay of Cheesepeak; nine Leagues over in 
some places, in most Seven, lying much West, Nore and 
South, dividing Virginia into two unequal Parts. On the 
East side of this Bay there lies a narrow neck of Land, 
which makes the Counties of Morthampton and Accomack. 
On the West side of the Bay there branches forth four great 
Rivers, James River, York River, Rapahanack and Potomack, 
that rise from a ridge of Mountains, whereof more in the Se- 
quel. ‘These Rivers plentifully water all the other parts of 
Virginia, emptying themselves into the great Bay. The 
Mouth of James River, which is the most Southerly of them, 
the Mouth of Potomack, which is the most Northerly, may 
be a hundred Miles distance: but as I have been credibly in- 
form’d that the Falls of James River are not past thirty Miles 
from Potomack, which is a vast large River nine Miles over: 
in many places. I have been told it was Navigable nigh two 
hundred Miles, much higher than any of the other Rivers: 
Whence I conclude in future times, it will be the most con- 
siderable for Trade when the Country comes to be inhabited 
further up imto the main Land. The other Rivers are much 
about three Miles over a piece. And James River is Navi- 
gable at least eighty Miles. Within four or five Miles of 
James Town, James River and York River are not past four 
or five Miles asunder. Yea Sloops of considerable Carriage: 
may Sail up the Branches of the two Rivers, till they come 
within a Mile the one of the other; for I take it to be no more 
from Col. Bollard’s to Major Troop’s Landing, and I believe 
they may come much what as near again as re ‘ol. Coles, and 
several places. York River is distant from Rapahanack in 
some places not past ten or twelve Miles, Rapahanack from 


Potamack not past seven Miles in one place, tho’ it may be 


sixty in others. The Heads of the Branches of the Rivers 
inferfere and tock one within another. which I think is best 


expressed after the manner that an Indian explained himself 


once to me, when [ enquired how nigh the Rivers of Carolina, 
Virginia and Maryland arose out of the Mountains? from 
those that ran Westerly on the other side of the Mountains, 
he clapt the Fimgers of one Hand ’twixt those of the other, cry- 
ing, they meet thus; the Branches of different Rivers rising 
not past a hundred Paces distant one fom another: So that 


no Country in the World can be more curiously watered. 
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But this conveniency, that in future times may make her 
like the Wetherlands, the richest place in all America, «at 
the present I look on the greatest Lmpediment to the advance 
of the Country, as it is the greatest Obstacle to Trade and 
Commerce. For the great numberof Rivers and the thinness 
of the Inhabitants distract and disperse a Trade. So that 
all Ships in general gather each their Loading up and down 
an hundred Miles distant; and the best of Vrade that can be 
driven is only a sort of Scotch Pedling; for they must carry 
all sort of ‘Truck that trade thither, having one Commodity 
to pass off another. ‘This (7. ¢.) the number of Rivers, is 
one of the chief Reasons why they have no Towns; for every 
one being more sollicitous tor a private Interest and Con- 
veniency, than for a publick, they will cither be for making 
forty ‘Towns at once, that is, two in every Country, or none 
atall, which is the Countries Ruin. But to return, The 
‘lides in these Rivers regularly ebb and flow about two Foot 
perpendicular at James Town; there is there, as they call it, 
a Tide and half Tide, that is. it flows near two hours along by 
the Shoar, after thatit is ebbin the Channel, and agaim it ebbs 
near two Hours by the Shoar, after that it is Flood in the 
Channel. Tlris is great advantage to the Boats passing up 
and down the River. I suppose this is caused by many 
Creeks and Branckes of the Rivers, which being considerable 
many, tho’ only three or four Miles long, yet as broad as the 
Thames at London; others ten Miles long, some abeve twenty, 
that have little fresh Water which they carry of their own, 
but their Current primarily depending upon the Flux and 
Re-flux of the Sea. So that after the Tide is made mn the 
Channel, it flows by the Shoar a considerable time afterwards, 
being that those Creeks are still to fill, and therefore as it 
were draws up a Source upwards by the Shoar; and likewise 
when the Tide returns in the Channel, the Crecks that would 
not so readily disburse their Water, being still to empty 
themselves, they make an ebbing by the Shoar a considerable 
time after that it is Ficod, as Ll say, in the Channel. So far 
as the Salt Waters reach the Country is deemed less healthy. 
in the Freshes they more rarely are troubled with the Sea- 
sonings, and those Endemical Distempers about September and 
October. This being very remakable, I refer the Reason to 
¢he more piercing Genius of those most judicious Members 
of the Society: And it might perhaps be worthy the Disquisi- 
tion of the most Learned to give an Accomnt of the various 
alterations and fatal effects that the Air has on humane 
Podies, especially when impregnated with a Marine Salt; 
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wore peculiarly when such an Air becomes stagnant: This 
might perhaps make several beneficial Discoveries, not only 


in ielation to these Distempers in Jmerica, but perhaps take 


in your Kentish Agues, and many others remarkable enough 
in our own Nation. I lately was.making some Observations 
of this nature, on a Lady of a delicate Constitution, who tiy- 
ing ina clear Air, and removing towards the Sea-Coast, was 
lamentably afflicted therewith, which both my self and others 
attributed to this Cause, she having formerly upon her going 
to the same, been seized in the same manner. Sut to return: 
There is one thing more in reference to this very thing very 
vemarkable in Virginia, generally twice in the Year, Spring 
and Fall, at certain Spring-Vides, the most of the Cattle will 
get on gadding, and run, tho’ it be twenty or thirty Miles, to 
the River to drink the Salt Water, at which time there’s 
scarce any stooping of them; which the People know so well, 
that if about those times their Tleards are stray’d from their 
Plantations, without more sollicitation they go directly to 
the Rivers to fetch them home again. As for the Waters in 
the Springs in general, they are, I think, somewhat more 
eager than those in Eng eland. In that 1 have observed, they 
require some quantity more of Malt to make strong Beer 
than our Hnglish Waters, and will not bear Soap. » 1 have 
try’d several by infusing of Galls, and found little difference 
in the Colours, turning much what the Colour of common 
Sack in Taverns. I tried two Wells at Col. Birds, by the 
Falls of James River, several Wells near James Town, some 
Springs in the Isle of Wight County: 'There’s a Spring in the 
Isle of Wight, or WN unzamond County, vents the greatest 
Source of Water [ ever saw, excepting Holy-well in Wales. 
but I had not opportunity to make Experiments thereof. I 
tried likewise some Springs on the Banks of Fork River, in 
Mew Kent and Gloucestcr County, but found them vary very 
little as to Colour. I could not try any thing as to their 
specifick Gravity, having neither Aquapoise, nor those other 
Glasses I had contriv ed. peculiarly for making such Experi- 


ments, they being all lost with my other things. Thad Glas-. 


ses blown would hold about five Ounces, others about ten 
Ounces, with Necks so small, thata Drop would make acon» 
siderable Variation; with these I could make much more cri. 
tical and. satisfactory Observations as to the specifical Gra- 
vity of Liquors, having critical Scales, than by any other 
way yet by me tried. ‘T used this method to weigh U rines, 
which Practice I would recommend to the-Inquisitive and 
critical Physicians. TI had made many Observations hereof. 
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but all Notes were likewise lost with my other things. Yet 
I have begun afresh; for there are more signal Variations in 
the Weights of Urines than one would at first imagin; and 
when the Eye can discover little, but judge two Urines to 
be alike, they may be found to differ very much as to Weight. 
By Weight I find Observations may be made of Affections in 
the Head, which rarely make any visible Alterations in the 
Urine. I have found two Urines not much unlike differ two 
and twenty Grains in the quantity of about four or five Ounces: 
But let them that make these Essays weigh all their Urines 
when cold, lest they be thereby deceiv’d. _ But to return to 
the Spring Waters in Virginia. There’s a Spring at my 
Lady Berkley’s, called Green-Spring, whereof I have been 
often told, so very Cold, that ’tis dangerous drinking thereof 
in Summer-time, it having proved of fatal Consequence to 
several. I never tried any thing of what Nature it is of. 

There be many petrefying Waters; and indeed I believe 
few of the Waters but participate of a petrifying Quality. 
tho’ there be few Pebbles or paving Stones to be found in all 
the Country. But I have found many Sticks with crusty 
Congelations round them in the Ruins of Springs, and Stones 
figured like Honey-Combs, with many little Stars as it were 
shot in the Holes. And nothing is more common than petre- 
fy’d Shells, unless you would determine that they are parts 
of natural Rock shot in those Figures, which indeed I rather 
think; but thereof hereafter. Mr. Secretary Spencer has told 
me of some Waters participating much of Alome or Vitriol to- 
wards Potomack. Up beyond the Falls of Rapuhanack 1 have 
heard of Poysonous Waters. But these I only mention as a 
hint to further Enquiry of some others, for 1 can say nothing 
of them my self. 





REVIEW. 


Remarks made on a short Tour from Hartford to Quebec wit 

_ the dutwmn of 1819. By the Author of a Journal of Travels 
wn England, Holland, and Scotlund. New-Haven, S. Con- 
verse, 13820. pp 407. 


Well written books of Travels constitute a very enter- 
taining, and perhaps the most instructive part of that great 
mass of literature that goes under the familiar name of light 
reading. Whether the phrase is always appropriate, We 
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leave our readers to judge. The author of the work before 
us is professor Silliman of Yale College, advantageously 
known to the public as the author of Travels in England &c. 
We have long felt surprise that our own country, to us at 
least the most interesting in the world, has not more fre- 
quently occupied the attention of scientific and liberal mind- 
ed tourists among our countrymen. ‘There are a thousand 
scenes of native majesty and beauty, of which descriptions 
by men of genius and taste would greatly delight those who 
have no opportunity of visiting them. There are traditions 
among the people of almost every neighbourhood, respecting 
the early history of our country, and the events of the revo- 
Jutionary war. ‘These, if collected and embodied by skilful 
hands, would prove highly interesting: and, at the same time 
produce associations of thought and feeling with natural ob- 
jects, calculated to deepen the attachment of our countrymen 
to the land, where their fathers encountered the men and the 
beasts of the forest, or the mercenaries who came to despoil 
us of our birthright. Owing to the restless temper, and mi- 
gratory habits of our countrymen, these traditions are fast 
dying away, and probably in less than half a century many of 
them wil! be lost forever. In the mean time, we, in the hu- 
mility of intellectual bondage, are looking to Europe for 
books of Science and amusement; for systems of law, for 
maxims of polity, for treatises in Divinity, for History and 
Biography, for ‘Travels und Novels. Our early history, the 
former exploits of our fathers, the present state and the fu- 
ture prospects of our country, are in a great degree disre- 
garded. The many are aiming to make money, while the 
few who read any thing, read newspapers and new No- 
vels. A description of the cradle of an unborn prince, an ac- 
count of the preparations for the accouchement of a_ princess, 
the journals of the trial of a queen, with a detail of a few 
murders, and executions will excite a deeper interest from 
week to week, than any history of the former age, or any ex- 
hibition of the natural beauties of our own country. Of 
course, there is here and there an exception to these remarks. 
Still the fact is, that a whole cargo of new Novels will sell, 
before a bookseller can trade off three or four copies of a 
work really valuable on any serious or important subject. It 
is in much sadness that we make these remarks. But truth 
extorts them. Foreign travellers notice our want of taste 
for reading, with expressions both of surprise and scorn. 
We have felt our faces burning with shame, on seeing it re- 
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marked by one of them, that not a book was seen in the 
hands of an individual, from the capes of Virginia to Lex- 
ington in Kentucky. 

Professor Silliman has given us avery decent duodecimo vo- 
lume, with a number of respectable engravings. We thank 
him for the pleasure afforded us in the perusal, and wish that 
neither he nor his publisher may lose money by the undertak- 
ing. Wewish to see many publications of character and ten- 
dency, similar to the one before us. 

The Tourist took his departure from Hartford, and travel- 
led by the way of Albany, lake George, lake Champlaine, St. 
Johns, and Montreal to Quebec; and] returned by Plattsburg. 
Burlington, Hanover, Brattleborough, &c. to Hartford. One 
at all acquainted with the history and geography of our coun- 
ty, sees at once that he passed over the scenes of many very 
interesting events. 

The author has adopted a practice, now very common with 
scientific travellers, of giving the geology of the countries 
visited by them. Of this we very highly approve. Yet rea- 
ders in general will take no interest whatever in these parts 
of an author’s book; and perhaps professor Silliman will find 
his work less popular on this account. It may, however, in 
the long run, as we say in Virginia, be more useful. Should 
it be at all instrumental in exciting a spirit of geological re- 
search, the effect will be salutary. There is much to learn 
on this subject in our country: there are many hidden trea- 
sures to be discovered. And he who rouses curiosity, and 
promotes inquiry, does good. With these very few remarks, 
we shall refer to the author himself, for all that he says on 
this subject. , 

A few miles from Hartford, near the top of Talcot moun- 
tain, there is a country residence called Monte Video, remar- 
kable for the extraordinary beauty of its natural scenery. 
There is in cultivation, a piece of gently undulating land, in 
the centre of which is the mansion house; there is a break in 
the ridge for about half a mile, occupied by a-‘deep lake of 
pure water, on the margin of which is a summer house, and 
near it a boat for the pleasure of the owner; there is a rise of 
the ridge again to about the height of one hundred and twen- 

ty feet, and the top of it is surmounted by a hexagonal tow- 
er of grey rock, sixteen feet in diameter, and fifty five feet 
high. Here, with the neighbouring scenery continually vary- 
ing at every point, and combining both beauty and magnifi- 
cence, the spectator has, on one hand, a view of Farmington 

valley, six hundred feet below, in its whole extent a perfect 
Garden, teeming with abundance, irrigated and adorned by 











REVIEW. 527 


Farmington river; and on the other, of the great valley of 
Connecticut river, stretching away in boundless extent. Go 
to the top of the tower, and at an clevation of nine hundred 
and sixty feet above the level of Connecticut river, «you have 
at one view all the objects that have been seen separately 
from the different stations below. The diameter of the view 
is, in two directions more than ninety miles, extending into 
the neighbouring states of Massachussetts and New York, 
and comprising the spires of more than thirty of the nearest 
towns and villages. The little spots of cultivation surround- 
ing the house, and the lake at your feet, with its picturesque 
appendages of boat, winding paths, and Gothic buildings, 
shut in by rocks and forests, compose the foreground of this 
grand Panorama p. 16.” For a farther account of this ro- 
mantic place we refer to our author. 

Ai p. 30, mention is made of a small parish in the valley 
of Northington, in which there are three churches, although 
a short time since there was ‘only one miserable ruinous 
house, situated in the midst of aforest.”” We were sorry to 
learn that this is owing to dissention rather than to religious 
zeal. «It would be easy, (says the writer) to give a consi- 
derable list of towns in Connecticut, where two spires rise 
instead of one, because the people could not agree where the 
one should be placed.”? In the present state of human nature, 
such evils will attend popular forms of church government. 
But these are incomparably less than the evils which result 
from ecclesiastical tyranny. If, however, our brethren in 
Connecticut would adopt the checks and balances of Presby- 
terian government, they would suffer fewer inconveniences of 
this kind, and at the same time perfectly secure their reli- 
gious freedom. At least so we think. 

There is a very pleasing account of a Sabbath spent at 
Northington, when worship was held in the old church. 


I once attended public worship there on a pleasant but warm summer 
sabbath. The house was almost embowered in ancient forest trees; it was 
smaller than many private dwelling houses—- was much dilapidated by*time, 
which had furrowed the grey unpainted shingles and clapboards, with ma- 
ny water-worn channels, and it seemed as if it would soon fall It was an 
interesting remnant of primeval New-England manners. “The people, 
evidently agricultural, had scarcely departed from the simplicity of our 
early rural habits; the men were not parading in foreign broadcloth nor the 
women flaunting in foreign silks and muslins; but they appeared in domes- 
tic fabrics, and both men and women were dressed with simplicity. I do 
not mean that there were no exceptions but this was the general aspect 
of the congregation, and, from the smallness of the house, although there 
were pews, it seemed rather a domestic than a public religious meeting. 
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The minister corresponded, admirably, with the appearance of the house 
and congregation, as far as antiquity and primeval simplicity were concern- 
ed, and he was highly respectable for understanding, and sustained, even in 
these humble circumstances, the dignity of his station. He wasan old man 
with hoary locks, and a venerable aspect, a man of God, of other times—a 
patriarchal teacher—not caring for much balanced nicety of phrase, but 

iving his flock wholesome tood, in sound doctrine, and plain speech. 

lis prayers had that detail of petition—that specific application, both to 
public and private concerns, and that directness of allusion, to the momen- 
tous political events of the day, and their apparent bearing upon this peo- 
ple, winch was common among our ancestors, and especially among the 
first ministers, who brought with them the fervor of the times when they 
emigrated from England.”pa. 3U 31. 


We have in the next place, some very good advice to fo- 
reigners respecting their conduct in the Inns of our country. 
Travellers, especially English travellers, are accustomed, on 
going into a house of Entertainment, to act as though they 
were masters there, and all were obliged to obey every hu- 
mour, and yield to every caprice, with cringing and _ servile 
obedience. This our free and independent countrymen can- 
not brook. Hence the traveller is disgusted, and the land- 
lord offended. The former goes home and writes in a book, 
that our inns are detestable, and our people semi-barbarians; 
and the latter stoutly maintains that the English are the 
most lordly and insolent people in the world. In general, 
our innkeepers think that they confer as great a favour on the 
traveller, as they receive from him; and that therefore the 
civilities should be mutual. 

The Tourist went by Sandisfield. and Lenox (a beautiful 
village) to New Lebanon. Here is a settlement of the Sha- 
kers. Of this very singular people, little is known in our 
part of the country. A brief notice of them, then, may not 
be improper here. 

The Rev. Robert Adam, in his Religious World Displayed, 
says that, «they first appeared in N. America in 1774; and 
that Anna Leese or Lecos was the founder and head of their 
first Society at Harvard in Massachussetts, or according to 
Hannah Adams, at Nisqueuania, above Albany in New York. 
4. Leese died in 1784, when her power devolved on James 
Whitaker, who was succeeded by Joseph Meacham, whom 
they look up to, not only as their head, but also as a prophet. 
The chief elders are his deputies and substitutes in their dif- 
ferent settlements.” 


TENETS AND PECULIARITIES. 


‘The Shakers assert that A. Leese was the woman spoken 
ef inthe 12th chapter of the Revelations;—that she spoke 
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seventy-two tongues, and that though those tongues were un- 
intelligible to the living, she conversed with the dead, who 
understood her lancuage e. 

They further add, that she was the mother of all the elect; 

that she travailed for the whole world; and that no blessing 
can descend to any person but only by and through her, and 
that in the way of her being possessed of their sins by con- 
fessing and repenting of them, one by one, according to her 
direction. 

The tenets which peculiarly distinguish them are compris- 
ed in seven articles.x—They believe and assert. 

ist, hat the first resurrection Is already ous that now 
is the time to judge themselves; and that, under this new dis- 
pensation, the people of God are not to be guided by the writ- 
ten word, but by the immediate influences of the Holy Ghost. 

2d, That they have power to heal the sick, to raise the dead, 
and to cast our devils. This they say is performed by the 
preaching of the word of God, when it is attended with the 
divine power—the wonderful energy and operation of the 
Holy Spirit, which performs those things, by healing the 
broken-hearted—raising up those who are dead in trespasses 
and sins to a life of holiness and oH yg which caus- 
es the devils to be cast out. St. Matth. x. 8. 

3d, ‘That they have a correspondence with angels, the spi- 
rits of the Saints, and their departed friends. This they. at- 
tempt to prove from 1 Cor. xii. 8—10. 

Ath, That they speak with divers kinds of tongues in their 
public assemblies. ‘This they think is done by the divine 
power and influence of the Holy Spirit. 

5th, That it is lawful to pri actise vocal music, with danc- 
ing, in the Christian churches, if it be practised in praising 
the Lord. 

6th, That they, being the children of the resurrection, 
must neither marry nor be given in marriage: but that 
their church is come out of the order of natural generation, 
to be as Christ was; and that those who have wives be as 
though they had none;—that, by these means, heaven begins 
upon earth, &c. 

‘They suppose that some of their people are of the number 
of the 144,000, who were redeemed from the earth, that were 
not defiled with women. 

7th, That the word everlasting, when applied to the pun- 
ishment of the wicked, refers only to a limited space of time; 
excepting in the case of those who fall from their sect; but for 
such “there is no ‘forgiveness, neither in this world, nor in frat 
which is tocome.” ‘To prove this, they quote St. Matth. xil. 32. 
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The account given by Professor Silliman as to the origin 
of this singular people is entirely different. He says that 
they took their rise in England, nearly half a century ago; 
that they first emigrated to America in the year 1774, under 
their spiritual mother Ann Lee, a neice of the celebr ated 
general Charles Lee, who made a distinguished figure during 
the American Revolutionary War; that Ann Lee was born 
in 1735, and became the wife of one Abraham Stanley, whose 
cruel treatment of her in very delicate situations, induced 
her to renounce marriage, and declare it to be the great 
original sin. We believe this to be true; and have taken 
pains to correct the statement of Mr. Adam; because many 
English writers wish it to be believed that religious sects 
abound in America, in a remarkable manner, nal that the 
land is fruitful in wild and extravagant heresies. All be- 
cause we have no establishment. Now the truth is, that with 
the exception, we believe, of only one obscure and unnotice- 
able society, denominated Chrystians, all our sectaries came 
from England; while there are several in that country un- 
known here. So that this boasted argument in favour of an 
establishment, works against the cause, which it is employed 
to support. 

Adam, in the work before quoted, has this curious remark. 
‘6 Their form of government is said to be republican, under the 
chief elder, whom they clect, and whose power is unlimmoted.” 

To us, this scems a strange republic. In truth we believe 
that there is no more absolute ecclesiastical despotism in the 
world, than that exercised by the elders over the common 
people. One article received among them, is proof enough 
of this—they believe that their elders have power of inspect- 
ing their thoughts, and their most secret actions. An article 
of faith like this is inconsistent with religious liberty. The 
absurdity is never insisted on without sinister intentions. 

The houses of the Shakers are comfortable; the utmost 
neatness and regularity are observable in their fields, yards, 
gardens, and the whole ‘of their establishments; their agricul- 
ture is admir: able; the products of their mechanical skill are 
all excellent; their garden seeds are celebrated for their 
goodness; and on the whole, they area thriving people. Their 
worship is less fanatical than it used to be: and there are 
few if any scandalous offences now among them. 


But—where is the warrant, either in reason or in scripture, by which 
whole communities, (not, here and there, individuals, peculiarly situated,) 
withdraw themselves from the most interesting and important of the social 

retations—from the tender charities of husband and wife—from the delight 
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ful assiduities of parental love—from that relation, on which society stands, 
and on which. as on a fruitful stock, is grafted, every personal and domestic 
yirtue, and every hope. both for this world and a better! 

By what right are they empowered to recruit their ranks. thinned from 
time to time by death, by drawing upon the social world, whose obedience 
to the first law of God and nature, they condemn, while they are depend- 
ant upon it. both for their own existence as individuals and for the continu- 
ance of their own unnatural community; however commendable they may 
be for their industrious, moral and humane deportment, the principle of their 
association is, in my opinion, deserving of severe reprobation. But, happily, 
their example is very little in danger of general imitation; mankind will 
not. generally, be persuaded to go on a crusade, or to suffer martyrdom, in 
the cause of celibacy, and I believe it will be long ere the world. according 
to their expectation, is all reformed by becoming a generation of Shakers, 
tor this they say, will constitute the Millenium. pp. 46—47. 


For further particulars, we refer to the author; as we 
must do also for an account of the mineral spring of New 
Lebanon, and its beautiful scenery, 

We have pleasing notices of Albany, Troy, Lansingburg, 
and various other towns, through which our traveller passed, 
on Which we cannot dwell. But that which most deeply in- 
terests us, is the recollection of important events in the his- 
iory of eur country, in connection with the places where they 
transpired. ‘The country from Albany to the borders of 
Canada affords peculiarly favourable opportunities for no- 
tices of this kind. ‘The author well observes 


Indeed, from Albany, upon the course proposed, every part of our way 
was to be over classical ground. History sheds a deeper interest over no 
portion of the North American States. He who venerates the virtues and 
the valour, and commisserates the sufferings of our fathers, and he, who 
views, with gratitude and reverence, the deliverances which heaven has 
wrought for this land, will tread with awe, on every foot of ground betweep 
Albany and the northern lakes. pp. 73. 


While, however, high matters of this sort occupy Mr. Sil- 
liman’s attention, he does not disdain to notice any singular 
application of mechanical skill. We suppose that our read- 
ers will be amused with a brief description of an extraordi- 
nary ferry-boat that plies across the Hudson at Troy. 


The ferry-boat is of most singular construction. A platform covers a wide 
flat boat. Underneath the platform, there is a large horizontal solid wheel, 
which extends to the sides of the boat; and there the platform, or deck, is 
cut through, and removed, so as to afford sufficient room, for two horses te 
stand on the flat surface of the wheel, one horse on each side, and parallel} 
to the gunwale of the boat The horses are harnassed, in the usual man- 
ner for teams—the whiffle trees being attached to stout iron bars, fixed 
horizontally, at a proper height, into posts, which are a part of the fixed por- 


| tion of the boat. The horses look in opposite directions, one to the bow, 
, snd the other to the stern; their feet take bold of channels, or grooves, 
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out in the wheels, in the direction of radii; they press torward, and, although: - 
they advance not, any more than a squirrel in a revolving cage. or than a 
spit dog at his work, their feet cause the horizontal wheel to revolve. in a 
direction opposite to that of their own apparent motion; this, by a connec. 
tion of cogs, moves two vertical wheels, one on each wing ofthe boat and 
these, ape constructed like the paddle wheels .of steam-boats produce 
the same effect, and propel the boat forward. The horses are covered by, 
a roof, furnished with curtains. to protect them in bad weather; and do not 
appear to labour harder than common draft horses with a heavy load. 

‘Yhe inventor of this boat, is Mr. Lanepon. of Whitehall, and it claims the 
important advantages of simplicity, cheapness and effect. At first view , the 
labour appears like a hardship upon the horses, but, probably this is an 
illusion, as it seems very immaterial to their comfort, whether they advance 
with their load,or cause the basis,on which they labour, to recede. pp.74, 75. 


From Troy our traveller went on to Waterford, « a pret- 
ty village of one thousand inhabitants’’—chiefly remarkable, 
«eas having been the most southern point, to which the 
American army, under general Schuyler, retreated, before 
the then victorious general Burgoyne.” 

(To be continued in our next.) 


A HYMN, 


By Krisunv, the first Hindoo baptized in Bengal, and now a Preacher of thé 
Gospel. 
O thou my soul, forget no more 
The Frrenp who all thy mis’ry bore; 
Let ev’ry idol be forgot, 
But, O my soul, forget Hr not. 


Brumuv* for thee a body takes, 

Thy guilt assumes, thy fetters breaks, 
Discharging all thy dreadful debt;— 
And canst thou e’er such love forget? 


Renounce thy works and ways with grief, 
And fly to this most sure relief; 

Nor Hi» forget who left his throne, 

And for thy life gave up his own. 


Infinite truth and mercy shine 

In Him, and he himself is thine; 

And canst thou then, with sin beset, 

Such charms, such matchless charms, forget’ 


Ah! no—till life itself depart, 

His name Shall cheer and warm my heart;. 
And, lisping this, from earth Pll rise, 

To join the chorus of the skies. 


Ah! no—when all things else expire, 
And perish in the general fire, 

Tats name all others shall survive, 
Andthrough eternity shall live. 


* The Hindoo name of the One Go 












































POLYNESIA. 


GEORGIAN ISLANDS. 
London Missionary Society. 
General State of the Mission. 


( Concluded from p. 489.) 


The Chapel of King Pomare is 
about 712 feet long by 54 wide. The 
ridge pole, or middle, is supported 
by 36 massy pillars of the bread-fruit 
tree. The outside posts all round 
the house are 280. It has 133 win- 
dows Of sliding shutters, and 29 
doors. The ends are of a semicircu- 
lar form, ‘There are three square 
pulpits, about 260 feet apart from one 
another; those toward each extrem- 
ity being about 100 feet from the 
ends of the house. It is filled with 
forms, except an area before each 
pulpit, and laid with dry grass. The 
rafters are covered with a fine kind 
of fringed matting, which is bound 
on with cords of various colours, in a 
neat manner; and the ends of the 
matting are left hanging down, like 
the flags in St. Paul’s cathedral. The 
whole building is surrounded with a 
very strong fence of wood, and the 
space between it and the building is 
filled with gravel, 

The predigious length of this place 
renders it inconvenient; but it is 
supposed that Pomare, having ac- 
knowledged the only living and true 
God, was determined that the build- 
ing erected for his honour should far 
exceed any edifice formerly devoted 
to the idols of the country. 


Missionary week at Otaheite. 


‘¢ The second week in May, 1819, 
was observed at Otaheite as a Mis- 
sionary week. On Monday, May 
10th, a Meeting was held preparato- 
ry to the general meeting of the So- 
crety: on Tnesday was the opening 
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of the Royal Mission Chapel: on 
Wednesday, the Sermons of the Aux- 
iliary Missionary Society were prea- 
ched: Thursday was a kind of state 
day, and occupied in the promulga- 
tion of a new code of Laws: on Fri- 
day, the First Annual Meeting of the 
Missionary Society was held: and 
the whole was followed by the bap- 
tism of the King, on Sunday the 16th 
of May.” 


a 


Opening of the Royal Mission Chapel. 


Of the ceremony observed on this 
occasion, the Missionaries give the 
following sccount:— 

Tuesday being the day appointed 
for the opening of the Royal Mission 
Chapel, about 11 o’clock, we met 
the King at the east end of the house. 
He was dressed in a white shirt, with 
a neat variegated mat round his loins; 
and a tiputa over all, coloured and 
ornamented with red and yellow, 
The Queen and principal women 
were dressed in native clothing, with 
an English frill round the neck. The 
assembled thousands were clean, and 
dressed in their best. 

We took our stations according to 
appointment: Brother Platt in the 
west pulpit, Brother Darling in the 
middle; and Brother Crook in the 
east, The King sat in the east end 
of the house. Brother Bourne, from 
the middle pulpit, commenced the 
service, by giving out hymn the 
third in our Otaheitean collection, 
with a shrill and penetrating voice, 
which was beard from one end of the 
house to the other. The whole 
congregation stood up and sung, 
Each preacher then read Luke xiy. 
and prayed, Sermons commenced. 
about the same time. Brother Dar- 
ling’s text was Isai. lvi. 7; Brother 


Platt’s, Luke xiv. 22; and Brother. 


Crook’s, Rxod, xx. 24. The sermon 
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being ended much about the same! 
time, all the congregation sung again, 
and the whole was concluded with 
prayer. 

The scene was striking beyondde- 
scription. No contusion ensued from 
three speakers preaching all at once 
im the same house, as they were at 
such a great distance from one 
another. We suppose the number 
of hearers to have been between 
5000 and 6000, 

Apprehensions were entertained, 
from briaging so many parties togeth- 
er, who had ever been at variance, 
and who still seem jealous of one 
another. Pomare had been informed 
that some people would come in 
with guns, and fire in upon them 
from the windows; and he had taken 
the precaution to place twe princi- 
pal persons on whom he could de- 
pend, at each door and window, but 
every thing was very peaceable and 
orderly, and not the least disturbance 
occurred ‘*Surely,” said some, 
‘there will be no war; for all the 
people have left their arms at home, 
and have brought the old and decrep- 
it, the children, the lame, and the 
blind!”—a thing that was never done 
in any of their great mectings be- 
fore. 

We met together in the afternoon 
to attend to the internal concerns of 
the Society; and departed to our 
lodgings, much gratified, and prais- 
ing God for what we had seen and 
heard. 


Firet Anniversary of the Auxiliary 
Missionary Society. 


In relation to the preparatory 
Meeting on Monday; the delivery of 
the Missionary Sermons on Wednes- 
day; and the Meeting of the Society 
for the transaction of business on 

Friday; the Missionaries write as 
follows.— 


On Monday, preparatory to the 
General Meeting of the Society, the 
Brethren assembled at Papaoa. The 
people were encamped on each side 
of it, along the sea-beach to the ex- 





rent of about four miles. Thev soon 
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assembled together, to pay their re- 
spects to the King, and made a grand 
appearance, being decently arrayed 
in white native clothing. 

The Brethren met the King and 
the Chiefs in the usual place of wor- 
ship, according to the appointment 
of Pomare, who had judiciously ar- 
ranged all the services and business 
of the week. Brother Darling began 
with singing, reading the scriptures, 
and prayer. The King then proceed- 
ed to business. He first wrote his 
own name, and his gift to the Mis- 
sionary Society (eight hogs;) and 
having written the name of huis prin- 
cipal Governor, Treasurer, and Sec. 
retury, he desired each of us te 
write our names, with our donations, 
in the same manner he proceeded 
with all the Governors, writing their 
names and contributions. Pomare 
called on Brother Crook to conclude 
the meeting, with a short exhorta- 
tion, singing, and prayer. 

On Wednesday, it being the begin- 
ning of the anniversary of the Parent 
Society, the day was regarded with 
peculiar interest, About half past 
ten, the King arrived. It was as nu- 
merous and respectable a meeting as 
that of Tuesday. Brother Henry oc- 
cupied the east pulpit, and preached 
from Ps, Ixxxvi. 8,9. Brother Wil- 
son, in the middle pulpit, preached 
from Isai, xxxv. 2. Brother Bicknell, 
in the west pulpit, preached from 
Luke x. 2. Inthe afternoon, about 
half past three, we assembled again. 
Brother Darling, in the cast pulpit, 
preached from 2 Thess, iii. 1; Broth- 
er Bourne, inthe middle pulpit, from 
Ps. cxxxvi. 1; and Brother Crook in 
the west pulpit, from Luke xvi. 9. 
We retired in the evening, praising 
God, and entreating him to bless all 
our attempts to promote his glory. 

On Friday, we attended to the bu- 
siness of the Missionary Society. 

We met the King, as President, 
and all the Governors, Officers, and 
Members, in the Royal Mission Cha- 
pel. 

Brother Bicknell began with a 
on address, singing and prayer. 

Wilson then addressed ‘Tati 
ad gh Seciety, and. concluded bx 









. 
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moving: * That we thank Pomare for; ported by Ahuriro, and carried as all 


his princely conduct, as President of 
this Society, and for his royal contri- 
bution; and thathe be requested to 
take his seat as President. Utami 
rose, and supported the motion.— 





Tati then addressed the people, and | 


put the motion, which was unani 
mously agreed to. 


took his seat, and addressed the 


The King then, 


people, exhorting them to be firm in | 


{ 


their attachment to the Society, and | 
to continue their subscriptions and | 


support till death. The people, to 
signify their hearty consent to what 
Pomare had said, held up their hands, 

Brother Darling then addressed 
the President, and spoke of the en- 
couraging circumstances of the So- 
ciety, moving, * That the Treasurer 
put the property on board the first 
convenient ship, and send it to the 
best market; and that the Secretary 
do write a‘letter to-accompany it, to 
the Rev. George Burder, Secretary 
to the Parent Society; and that the 
nett proceeds be remitted to the 
Treasurer of the Missionary Society, 
London.” This was seconded by 
Tati; when the President put it, and 
it was carried unanimously. 

Brother Crook then addressed the 
President, spoke of the great quan- 
tity of property now in the hands of 
the T reasurer, &c.; and concluded, 
by moving, “ That a vote of thanks 
be given to the Treasurer and Secre- 
tary,’’ which was also carried unani- 
mously. 

Brother Bourne proposed, “ that 
a vote of thanks be given to all the 
Governors, in their various depart- 
ments, for their diligent and active 
services on account of the Society.” 
Hitoti seconded the motion; which, 
being put, was universally agreed to. 

Brother Platt then addressed the 
President; and moved, “That the 
thanks of the meeting be given to the 
various Treasurers and Secretaries 
under the respective Governors.” 
Brother Crook supported this motion, 
which was also carried. 

Lastly, Brother Henry proposed, 


* That a vote of thanks be given to 


the Governors, Officers, and Mem- 
bers of Eimeo, for their active co. 
»peration,”’ 








the rest were, by an universal show 
of hands. 

The King then addressed the Go- 
vernors, Officers, and Members.of the 
Society, exhorting them to perse- 
vere in this delightful work; observ- 
ing, that due notice would be given 
them as to what should be collected 
for the next year, whether oil, cot- 
ton, or any other article. Brother 
Crook addressed the whole Society, 
and exhorted them to persevere in 
this glorious work,which rejoiced our 
hearts, and would certainly cause the 
hearts of thousands to rejoice with 
us. Brother Bourne gave out a hymn; 
in the singing of which, our united 
voices were completely ‘drowned by 
the natives. Brother Wilson pray- 
ed; and Brother Henry gave notice 
of the services on the ensuing Sab- 
bath. 

Pomare dined with us at Brother 
Bicknell’s, and was very affable and 
pleasant. He proposed to us, that 
we publish his wish as widely as pos- 
sible, that it may be known by all 
Europe, America, &c, viz. that he 
means to consider Palmerston Island 
asa place for Otaheitean convicts, 


and that no vessel shall take any. of 


them away on any account. 

Five thousand copies of an Address 
to the Society, written by Brother 
Henry, and printed by Brother 
Bourne, were given to the various 
Governors of the Society, and were 
received with the greatest eagerness 
imaginable. 


Promulgation of the Laws. 


Of this important event in the 
history of Otaheite, the letters of the 
Missionaries detail the following par- 
ticulars.— 

‘Thursday being the day appointed 
for promulgating the Laws, about 
noon we all assembled in the corner 
of the Missionary Chapel. 

The King requested Brother Crook 
to open the business of the day He 
ascended the pulpit, and Pomare foi- 
lowed. 

After singing, reading the Scrip- 


This motion was sup- | tures, and prayer, the King stoed up, 
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and looked upon the thousands of his 
subjects on his right and left. Ad- 
dressing himself to Tati, the pious 
Chief of the southern part of the 
Island, be said, *“ Tati, what is your 
desire? what can J do for you?” Tati, 
who sat nearly opposite the pulpit, 
arose, and said, “Those are what we 
want~- the papers which you hold in 
your hand, the Laws: give them to us 
that we may have them in our hands, 
that we may regard them, and do 
what is right.” The King then ad- 
dressed himself to Utami, the good 
Chief of the Teoropaa; and in an af- 
fec'ionate manner, said, “ Utami, and 
what is your desire’? He replied, 
* One thing only is desired by us all, 
that which Tati has expressed—the 
Laws, which you hold in your hand.” 
The King then addressed Arahu, the 
Chief of Eimeo, and Veve the Chief 
of Taiarabu, nearly in the same man- 
ner, and they replied as the others 
had done. 

Pomare then proceeded to read 
and comment upon the laws respect- 
ing murder, theft, trespass, stolen 
pvpesy> iost property, sabbath. 

reaking, rebellion, marriage, adul- 
tery, the judges, court-houses, &c. in 
eighteen articles. After reading and 
explaining the several articles, he 
asked the Chiefs if they approved of 
them. They replied aloud, “We 
agree to them,~-we heartily agree 
to them.” The King then address- 
ed the People, and desired them, if 
they approved of the Laws to signi- 
fy the same by lifting their right 
hands. This was unanimously dene, 
with a remarkable rushing noise, 
owing to the thousands of arms being 
lifted at once. 

When Pomare came to the article 
on rebellion, stirring up war, &c. he 
seemed inclined to pass over it, but 
after a while proceeded. At the 
conclusion of that article, Tati was 
not contented with signifying his ap- 
probation in the usua! way only; but, 
standing up, he called, in a spirited 
manner, to all his people to lift up 
their hands again, even both hands, 
he setting the example, which was 
universally followed. 


Thus all the articles were passed | 


and approved. 
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Br. Henry concluded the meeting, 
with a short address, prayer, and 
blessing, 

This scene may be better conceiv- 
ed than described: to see a King 
giving Laws to his people with a re- 
gard to the authority of the Word of 
God, and a people receiving the same 
with such universal satisfaction, was 
a subject very affecting to us all, 
The King has undertaken to write 
out a fair copy of the Laws for the 
press, and to send a circular letter 
to all the Governors on the subject 
of education, pressing on parents the 
importance of getting their children 
instructed. 


Baptism of King Pomare, 


The account of this solemn and in- 
teresting event is given as follows:— 

Pomare has lately expressed an 
earnest desire for Baptism, engaging 
to devote himself to the Lord, and to 
put away every sin, and every ap- 
pearance of evil. He has had con- 
ferences with some of the brethren 
on the subject; and has also written 
to us, expressing a deep sense of his 
sinfulness and unworthiness, a firm 
dependence on the blood of Christ 
for pardon, and an earnest desire to 
give himself to the Lord in Baptism, 
As it appeared to be the voice of the 
nation, and particularly of the most 
pious Chiefs, and as his conduct has 
been so constant in teaching and pro- 
moting Religion, we resolved to bap- 
tize him. The Baptism was fixed 
for Sunday, the 16th of May. On that 
day, the Congregations were again 
asse mbled in the Chapel Royal. The 
people were not so numerous as be- 
fore, owing to their having been so 
long from home; and being pinched 
for food many had returned. How- 
ever we had still between four and 
five thousand hearers. 

Br. Wilson occupied the east pul- 
pit, Br. Henry the west, and Br. 
Bicknell the middle. They all 
preached from the same subject— 
the commission of our Lord to his 
Disciples, to disciple and baptize afl 
nations, Matt. xxvii. 18—20. ' 











Sermons being ended, we all 
closed round the King, he being seat- 
ed on the occasion, in the centre, 
near the middle pulpit, Br. Bourne 
commenced by giving out a Hymn, 
which was sung by the Congrega- 
tion. After prayer by Br. Bicknell, 
the king stood up. Brother Bicknell 
stood on the steps of the pulpit, and, 
taking the water, poured it on his 
head, baptizing him in the name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 


The sight was very moving, espe- | 


cially to our elder brethren, who had 
been watching over him for so many 
years. Br. Bicknell addressed the 
King with firmness, yet not without 
a degree of tremour, entreating him 
to walk worthy of his high profession 
in the conspicuous situation which 
he holds before the eyes of men, 
angels, and God himself. Br. Henry 
addressed the people, exhorting 
them to follow the example of the 
King, and to give themselves up to 
the Lore. Another hymn was sung, 
and Br. Wilson concluded the whole 
with prayer. 
Pomare shook hands affectionately 
with all the Missionaries, they being 
stationed by his own desire, at his 
right and left hand. After the cere- 
mony, the King retired to his camp. 


Eagerness for the Scriptures. 


On this subject, the Missionaries 
give the following statement:— 

The‘impression of St. Luke’s Gos- 
pel inthe Otaheitean language, is 
now completed, viz. 3,000 copies; 
and although we demand, as former- 
ly mentioned, a quantity of cocoa-nut 
oil, as the price of each copy, to help 
in defraying the expense of printing 
more, yet the people manifest the 
utmost eagerness to obtain them. 
Indeed, the miser’s thirst for gold 
cannot exceed the thirst of these 
people for this portion of the Word 
of God; and it is matter of much con- 
cern to us, that great numbers must 
go without any, for the present, 

Many of the inhabitants of the Pal- 
liser’s, and other islands to the east- 
ward of Otaheite, have also demolish- 
ed their idols, and become professed 
worshippers of the true God; and 
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320 of them lately came to. these 
islands in order to obtain books, 
Some elementary books have been 
given to them, but it grieves us that 
we cannot let them have more. 

Thus the leaven of the Gospel con- 
tinues to spread among the islands; 
and will, we trust, not cease to do so, 
till it has ieavened the whole. 

In a letter to the British and For- 
eign Bible Society, the same Mission- 
aries thus remark: 

Three hundred copies of the Gos- 
pel of St Luke, fell to the share of 
this island; and though we had nei- 
ther title-page nor binding, but sim- 
ply the sheets as they came from the 
press, as soon as it was known that 
we had them, Brother Henry’s house 
was surrounded by a crowd which we 
verily thought would have materially 
injuredit. We wished the people to 
wait till we could get something to 
cover the books, lest they should 
soon be destroyed, by being deliver- 
edin sheets. ‘No, no,” said they, 
‘let us have them in our hands,” 


4 The vessel being about to sail with 


the Brethren to leeward, Brother 
Henry told the natives that he would 
not distribute a single copy till it was 
gone. As soon as the vessel was 
outside of the reef, the people assem- 
bled again, exclaiming, “ The ship is 
gone; let us have our books.” In the 
mean time, we requested the Chief 
of every district to give us a list of 
the names of these who could read, 
that as our supply was inadequate, 
we might divide them in the most 
equitable manner. Having obtained 
this list, we distributed the copies 
accordingly; and gave them to each 
Chief to divide them in the best 
manner that he could among the 
people. This pleased them much, 
Every district by this means received 
a few; and we are now happy to say, 
that there is scarcely one left un- 
bound. Indeed it was remarkable 
with what diligence they got the 
skins of goats, dogs, &c for the pur- 
pose of binding them themselves; and 
from the observation which they 
have made of our work, they have 
bound them strongly and neatly. 
Never did we see such eagerness for 
the Word of God! 
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We have now more than 6000 
#eaders, and the number will proba- 
dly soon be doubled. 

We wish to print 10,000 copies of 
the Gospels and of the Acts of the 
Apostles; which, while we view the 
very great progress which the natives 
make in learning, and their urgent 
desire to obtain and know the Word 
of God, we expect will not supply 
‘their wants. Multitudes can now 
read, with ease, the Gospel of Si. 
Luke; and their desire to teach others 
the Word of God, seems to grow with 
their own knowledge. 

It iscommeon to see those who have 
been taught to read, sitting in circles 
in the cooling shade, or in their own 
houses,teaching those who know not. 
Not content merely with what they 
learn at school, they frequently sit 
in circles till midnight teaching one 
another, 

In some of the Islands, where a 
Missionary has never resided, the Na- 
tives can read and write; and many 
have known how to teach their neigh- 
bours, before their names were ever 
enrolled in the Sckool Book. 

The Printing Press, it is stated, has 
been removed from Eimeo to Hua- 
heine; and two additional presses 
have been sent to them from Lon- 
dan. 


> 


Prayers of the Natives. 


“At the time of Morning and 
Evening Prayer, the natives have 
been heard to utter such petitions as 
the following:”— 

Jehovah! Thou art the true God— 


there is none else. Thou alone art 
our hiding-place. Thou alone hast 
sent us teachers, that ourhearts may 
be enlightened; that we may know 
the sin of our bearts; that we may 
know the love of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God; and that we may also 
know the will of God. 

Bless our teachers—let them not 
die soon, nor be sick with disease. 
Make them diligent, that they may 
know our language, and tell us the 
Word of God, the good Word. Bless 
also the Teachers in Britain, and the 
#rethren who believe! 
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SOCIETY ISLANDS. 
London Missionary Society. 


HAUHEINE. 
Formation of an Auxiliary Missionary 
Society. 


An auxiliary Missionery Society 
was formed in this Island, on the 6th 
of October, 1518; when a President, 
Vice-Presidents, and Governors, with 
a Secretary for each Governor, were 
appointed. Every contributor of five 
bamboos of cocoa-nut oil, or three 
balls of pia (arrow-root), or one pig, 
or four baskets of cotton, was to be 
considered a Member; but smaller 
contributions would be received. It 
was also agreed, that an Annual Meet- 
ting of all the Members should be 
held in the great place of worship at 
Apootava, 


First Anniversary of the Auxiliary 
Missionary Suciety. 


P This was held on the 18th of May, 
1819. Inthe morning, there was a 
Praver Meeting, conducted by the 
people themselves, In the forenoon, 
Mr. Nott preached from Luke x. 27. 
And thy neighbour as thyself. There 
was a great congregation; most of 
the inhabitants of Huaheine being 
present, as also Tapa, and other 
Chiefs from Raiatea. 

In the afternoon, the people assem- 
bled again, when Mr. Ellis prayed, 
and afterward stated to them, what 
had beer done in Africa by those who 
believed the word of God, how they 
had contributed their property, in 
order that others might know the 
Word. 

After this, Mahine addressed the 
people; reminding them of their for- 
mer diligence, labour, and expense, 
in the service of the false gods, that 
wicked and unprofitable service; 
and that to exceed in hearty dili- 
gence, in the service of the true 
God, is nothing but right. The ser- 
vice of the idals is evil—that of God 
truly good—his Word the means of 
salvation: let then oyr diligence 
{greatly exceed, 











RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Then followed Tana, Auna, Totoro, 
and T'amairia, much to the same pur- 
pose; stirring up the people to per- 
severe, and to contribute afresh the 
ensuing year. 

Mahine then again addressed them 
all, saying, “If agreeable to you to 
contribute again this new year, hold 
up your hands; if not, keep them 
down,.”? All hands were up instantly. 
Then he spoke a_ain, “ The officers 
—shall they continue in their office? 
If agreeable, hands up!” All hands 
were held up. “An aceount of our 
Society, shall it be printed?” All 
held up their hands, 

After this, Tana, the general Se- 
cretary, gave an account of the con- 
tributions of the differcnt districts to- 
wards promoting a knowledge of the 
Word of God, those of Huaheine, 
Raiatea, &c. 

When the contributions of each 
division of the Islands were summed 
up, the total amount appeared to be 
—3,985 ohemori, or bamboos of oil; 
98 buaa, or pigs; 95 taamu-pia, or 
balls of pia, (arrow-root.) 


——_$ 


RAYATEA, 
State of the Mission. 


Since the formation of the Mission 
on Raiatea, we have had to mingle 
tears of regret with our rejoicings; 
and it is with sorrow that we view 
the prevailing influence of sin over 
the multitudes of the natives. We 
sincerely deplore tlie ill effects pro- 
duced by the wicked conduct of 
some, whe from time to time visit 
these islands. In this, as in every 
other part of the world where Chris- 
tianity has obtained an entrance, the 
number of those who profess is far 
greater than that of those who really 
feel the power of vital religion 


While, therefore, we admire the as- 
tonishine effects of Divine Power in 
éonstraining the natives to abolish 
their cruel and bloody rites, we can- 
not but weep over those who are not 
anly unacquainted with repentance 
inte hfe, but who evince a total un- 
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concern about the salyation of their 
souls. 

After great labour, we have ob- 
tained comfortable dwellings. Se- 
veral also of the natives have built 
neat dwel!ing-houses, and plastered 
them inside and out. We hope soon 
to make them utterly ashamed of 
their former practice of keeping to- 
gether as a flock of sheep, and we 
are earnestly desirous of introducing 
among them those habits, which will 
contribute to their temporal felicity, 
and prepare them for domestic life. 

A little time since, the body of 
Kings and Chiets assembied, of their 
own accord, to advise as to the best 
means to be adopted for the suppres- 
sion of those vices to which the peo- 
ple were most addicted. Husbands 
who had recently discarded their 
wives, and wives who had discarded 
their husbands, were assembled be- 
fore the tribunal of the Chiefs; and 
caused again to unite. They now 
live in peace together; and we live 
to testify the good effects of prompti- 
tude on the part of those who govern. 
The happiest results have followed. 
The people call loudly for books, and 
to obtain them they spare no. pains. 
Many have made considerable pro- 
gress in learning, can repeat the Mul 
tiplication Table off hand, and work 
the most difficult Long Divison Sums, 
and sums in Reduction without a mis- 
take. Thus they encourage their 
teachers to greater dili, ence, evince 
toward them the most affectionate 
attachment and invite them to press 
forward in their work; nor are they 
backward in the cultivation of the 
useful arts; for considering the means 
which they possess, they stand on 
equal, if not superior ground, to any 
of their neighbours. Ifthe Natives 
are kindly treated, they may be led 
as children; if coercively, taey will be 
entirely unmanageable, and will for- 
sake the person’s house who should 
so treat them. 

The greater part of them are rex 
gular in their attendance on_ the 
preaching of the Gospel; andthe Cha- 
pel is frequently crowded an hour 
before the time of publig worship. 





, We are soon to have a new place builf® 
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We have now more than 
geaders, and the number will proba- 
bly soon be doubled. 

‘We wish to print 10,000 copies of 
the Gospels and of the Acts of the 
Apostles; which, while we view the 
very great progress which the natives 
make in learning, and their urgent 
desire to obtain and know the Word 
of God, we expect will not supply 
‘their wants. Multitudes can now 
read, with ease, the Gospel of Si. 
Luke; and their desire to teach others 
the Word of God, seems to grow with 
their own knowledge. 

It is commen to see those who have 
been taught to read, sitting in circles 
in the cooling shade, or in their own 
houses, teaching those who know not. 
Not content merely with what they 
learn at school, they frequently sit 
in circles till midnight teaching one 
another, 

In some of the Islands, where a 
Missionary has never resided, the Na- 
tives can read and write; and many 
have known how to teach their neigh- 
bours, before their names were ever 
enrolled in the Sckool Book. 

The Printing Press, it is stated, has 
been removed from Eimeo to Hua- 
heine; and two additional presses 
have been sent to them from Lon- 
dan. 


Prayers of the Natives. 


“At the time of Morning and 
Evening Prayer, the natives have 
been heard to utter such petitions as 
the following:”— 

Jehovah! Thou art the true God— 
there is none else. Thou alone art 
our hiding-place. Thou alone hast 
sent us teachers, that ourhearts may 
be enlightened; that we may know 
the sin of our bearts; that we may 
know the love of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God; and that we may also 
know the will of God. 

Bless our teachers—let them not 
lie soon, nor be sick with disease. 
Make them diligent, that they may 
know our language, and tell us the 
Word of God, the good Word. Bless 
also the Teachers in Britain, and the 
#rethren who believe! 
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SOCIETY ISLANDS. 
London Missionary Society. 


HAUBEINE. 
Formation of an Auxiliary Missionary 
Society. 


An auxiliary Missionary Society 
was formed in this Island, on the 6th 
of October, 1818; when a President, 
Vice-Presidents, and Governors, with 
a Secretary for each Governor, were 
appointed. Every contributor of five 
bamboos of cocoa-nut oil, or three 
balls of pia (arrow-root), or one pig, 
or four baskets of cotton, was to be 
considered a Member; but smaller 
contributions would be received. It 
was also agreed, that an Annual Meet- 
ting of all the Members should be 
held in the great place of worship at 
Apootava, 


First Anniversary of the Auxiliary 
Missionary Suciety. 


» This was held on the 18th of May, 
1819. Inthe morning, there was a 
Prayer Meeting, conducted by the 
people themselves, In the forenoon, 
Mr. Nott preached from Luke x. 27. 
And thy neighbour as thyself. There 
was a great congregation; most of 
the inhabitants of Huaheine being 
present, as also Tapa, and other 
Chiefs from Raiatea. 

In the afternoon, the people assem- 
bled again, when Mr. Ellis prayed, 
and afterward stated to them, what 
had been done in Africa by those who 
believed the word of God, how they 
had contributed their property, in 
order that others might know the 
Word. 

After this, Mahine addressed the 
people; reminding them of their for- 
mer diligence, labour, and expense, 
in the service of the false gods, that 
wicked and _ unprofitable service; 
and that to exceed in hearty dili- 
gence, in the service of the true 





God, is nothing but right. The ser- 
vice of the idals is evil—that of God 
truly good—his Word the means of 


| ¢ tne 
salvation: let then oyr diligence 


\greatly exceed, 
a 
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then followed Tana, Auna, Totoro, 
and Tamairia, much to the same pur- 
pose; stirring up the people to per- 
severe, and to contribute afresh the 
ensuing year. 

Mahine then again addressed them 
all, saying, “If agreeable to you to 
contribute again this new year, hold 
up your hands; if not, keep them 
down,”’ All hands were up instantly. 
Then he spoke a_ain, “ The officers 
—shall they continue in their office? 
If agreeable, hands up!” All hands 
were held up. “An account of our 
Society, shall it be printed?” All 
held up their hands. 

After this, Tana, the general Se- 
cretary, gave an account of the con- 
tributions of the different districts to- 
wards promoting a knowledge of the 
Word of God, those of Huaheine, 
Raiatea, &c. 

When the contributions of each 
division of the Islands were summed 
up, the total amount appeared to be 
—3,985 ohemori, or bamboos of oil; 
98 buaa, or pigs; 95 taamu-pia, or 
balls of pia, (arrow-root.) 


RATATEA, 
State of the Mission. 


Since the formation of the Mission 
on Raiatea, we have had to mingle 
tears of regret with our rejoicings; 
and it is with sorrow that we view 
the prevailing influence of sin over 
the multitudes of the natives. We 
sincerely deplore the ill effects pro- 


duced by the wicked conduct of 


some, who from time to time visit 
these islands. In this, as in every 
other part of the world where Chr.s- 
tianity has obtained an entrance, the 
number of those who profess is far 
greater than that of those who really 
feel the power of vital religion 
While, therefore, we admire the as- 
tonishiny effects of Divine Power in 
constraining the natives to abolish 
their cruel and bloody rites, we can- 
not but weep over those who are not 
anly unacquainted with repentance 
inte hfe, bat who evince a total un- 


concern about the salyation of their 
souls. 

After great labour, we have ob- 
tained comfortable dwellings. Se- 
veral also of the natives have built 
neat dwelling-houses, and plastered 
them inside and out. We hope soon 
to make them utterly ashamed of 
their former practice of keeping to- 
gether as a flock of sheep, and we 
are earnestly desirous of introducing 
among them those habits, which will 
contribute to their temporal felicity, 
and prepare them for domestic life. 

A little time since, the body of 
Kings and Chiets assembled, of their 
own accord, to advise as to the best 
means to be adopted for the suppres- 
sion of those vices to which the peo- 
ple were most addicted.. Husbands 
who had recently discarded their 
wives, and wives who had discarded 
their husbands, were assembled be- 
fore the tribunal of the Chiefs; and 
caused again to unite. They now 
live in peace together; and we live 
to testify the good effects of prompti- 
tude on the part of those who govern. 
The happiest results have followed. 
The people call loudly for books, and 
to obtain them they spare no. pains. 
Many have made considerable pro- 
gress in learning, can repeat the Mul 
tiplication Table off hand, and work 
the most difficult Long Divison Sums, 
and sums in Reduction without a mis- 
take. Thus they encourage their 
teachers to greater dili. ence, evince 
toward them the most affectionate 
attachment and invite them to press 
forward in their work; nor are they 
backward in the cultivation of the 
useful arts; for considering the means 
which they possess, they stand on 
equal, if not superior ground, to any 
of their neighbours. Ifthe Natives 
are kindly treated, they may be led 
as children; if coercively, taey will be 
entirely unmanageable, and will for- 
sake the person’s house who should 
so treat them. 

The greater part of them are rex 
gular in their attendance on_ the 
preaching of the Gospel; and the Cha- 
pel is frequently crowded an hour 
before the time of publig¢ worship.. 





,We are soon ts have a new place builf® 











540 


Our prospects of usefulness are 
pleasing; and, though our difficulties 
are many, we believe we shall reap if 
we faint not. God has not only enabled 
us to tell of Jesus in the Otaheitean 
Language, but he has conducted us 
into a field ready for harvest, and 
which calls for the most vigorous ex- 
ertions. Pray for us that we may 
hold fast the profession of our faith sted- 
fast unto the end, that our garments 
may be unspotted from the world, and 
that we may go down to the grave 
with a conscience void of offence, both 
Yoward God and toward man, 

The Islands adjacent present an 
extensive field for usefulness, and 
occupy part of our time and labours. 
On Tahao we opened a new Chapel, 
a short time ago; and in the largest 
and most populous district, called Pa- 
teo, there is a large place of worship, 
nearly finished. ‘Ve need more time, 
more strength. and more zeal; for the 
nations all around are calling for our 
assistance. Preaching tours have 
been made round Borabora; and the 
attention of the people is by far great- 
er than we could have expected,when 
we consider that a teacher has never 
lived among them. 


Formation of an Auxiliary Missionary 
Society. 


*‘ The native good sense of the in- 
habitants of Raiatea, will he observed 
in their Addresses, with much plea- 
sure: 

‘‘ The Missionaries write”— 

Our people seem determined not 
tobe behind their neighbours: and 
after repeated solicitations from them, 
we have agreed to further their wishes 
in forming a Missionary Society. 

We were anxious that trzy should 
take the lead, lest they should ulti- 
mately say that the Gospel is a tax on 
their benevolence The Chapel was 
made doubly large, on the day ap- 
pointed for the meeting; and some, 
who from disease, had not seen the 
light of the rising sun for years, 
came forth. The place of worship 
was soon crowded te excess; and 
one of the natives exclaimed, “ This 
sa day of rising from the dead. See, 








RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


here are the sick, the lame, and the’ 
blind, all coming out to-day!” Eve. 
ry person appeared in the best 
clothes that he couid obtain: decency 
and good order pervaded the whole: 
but the people soon exclaimed, 
“Take out the sides of the house, 
that we may see our teachers, and 
hear their voice.” Their request 
was immediately complied with; and 
as soon as all were comfortably seat- 
ed, Br. Williams gave out a suitable 
Hymn. and then prayed. It was de- 
lightful to hear rwo rHo:sanp na- 
tives singing the praises of the Lamb 
of God and to see the expressions of 
joy that sat onthe countenance ofeach. 

Br. Orsmond then opened the 
meeting with an address, showing 
the great superiority of ruis meeting, 
compared with those which they 
were accustomed to hold in the reign 
of the evil spirits. “ Then, only the 
Kings the Warriors, and the Chiefs 
assembled together. The poor peo- 
ple were afraid; and used to run to 
the mountains and _ hide themselves, 
for fear of being killed for sacrifices: 
but now here are Kings, Chiefs and 
Warriors assembled; poor men, wo- 
men, and children, all collected into 
one place—all sitting together! Now 
you do not fear that you will be kil- 
led and carried before the Marai. 
Here are your teachers in the midst 
of you; and what is your business? It 
is to devise means that ora#eRs may 
obtain and knew the Word of Life. 
Because of that Word you now live 
in peace; because of it you have- 
burnt your wooden gods, and wership 
the Living God.”’ Br. Orsmond then 
referred to the practices of other 
countries, to their zeal and love to 
poor people who know not the true 
God; and urged on the people of 
Raiatea to follow their ra example, 
that other Missionaries may be sent, 
and that all the world may hear of 
the Saviour’s love. 

Br. Williams then rose and propos- 
ed, “ That we immediately form our- 
selves into a Missionary Society, and 
that King Tapa be the President of 
it.” Br. Threlkeld seconded his mo- 
tion; and it was instantly approved bv 
a2 unanimous show of hands. 














‘apa then addressed the people 
with great propriety and warmth of 
feeling, saying, “ Remember what 
you used to do for the Lying gods. 
You used to give all your time, 
strength, and property, and lives too. 
Look at the Marais which you used 
to build forthem. Then you had no 
property; it was all the gods’; your 
canoes, your pigs, your mats, your 
eloth, your food, all belonged to the 
gods: but now, all your property is 
yourown, Here are your Teachers 
in the midst of us; God sent them; 
He is of great compassion; they left 
their own land to come here. Now 
our eyes are opened. Let us form 
our conduct by the word which we 
learn. If we are wicked, God will 
perhaps take our Teachers away from 
us. Let us compassionate other lands. 
Let us give our property willingly 
with the whole heart. We cannot 
give money, but we will give what we 
have. Remember, there were many 
drowned who helped to butld the ark: 
do you take care lest you die in your 
own sins, after sending the Gospel to 
others; lest you become at last fuel 
for the fire, as the scaffolding that we 
use about our houses does. If we are 
not true believers, God will not re- 
gard us, We shall go the fire of 
hell.”? 

After Tapa had taken his seat, 
Puna, a man of very consistent con- 
duct, invited the attention of the 
Meeting, by saying, “ Friends! I have 
a little question. In your thoughts, 
what is it that makes the heavy ships 
sail? I think itis the wind. If there 
were no wind, the ships would remain 
in one place: while there is wind, we 
know that ships can sail. Now I think 
that the money of the great Mission- 
ary Society is like the wind; if there 
had been none, no ship would have 
come here with Missionaries. If there 
is no property, how can additional 
Missionaries be sent to other coun. 
tries? How can ships sail? Let us then 
rive what we can.”’ 

Tuahim then stood up and said, 
“ Friends! the Kings, Chiefs, and all 
of you! we have heard much speech 
to-day: do not be tired; I algo have 
a little to say, Whence come the 
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great waters? Is it not from the small 
streams that flow into them? If there 
were no little streams, there would 
be no great bodies of water. I have 
been thinking that the Missionary 
Society in Britain is lke the great 


ours are like the tittle streams. Let 
there be many little streams; let not 
ours be dry. Let Missionaries be sent 
to everyland We are far better off 
now than we used tobe. We do not 
now sleep with our cartridges under 
our heads, our guns by our sides, and 
our hearts infear. Our children are 
not now strangled, nor our brothers 
killed for sacrifices to the Lying 
Spirit; itis because of the good word 
of God. Hesent his Word, and Mis- 
sionaries to teach us, and we hope 
that there are some who have already 
believed.” | 

Many propositions were subse- 
quently made, and carried by a nu- 
merous holding up of the naked arm, 
The whole was conducted with a de. 
gree of simplicity and affection, that 
fanned the spark of zeal, and excited 
the tear of holy gratitude, The friends 
of religion in London never witness- 
ed such a scene, 

Before we finally closed the Meef- 
ing opportuaity was allowed for any 
one who wished to make his obser 
vations. 

Hoto, one of the great warriors, 
urgéd the people to constancy and 
consistency, that those across tlre 
great sea may not laugh at us. 

Waver, whose heart we hope is 
changed, said, «« We are now become 
a Missionary Society, and we are té 
give our property, that the Word of 
God may be carried to all lands: but 
let us ask, Is it in our hearts? Has it 
taken root there? If not, how can. we 
compassionate others? We must give 
our property, with love of heart, to 
those who are sitting in the shades of 
death,” 

Paamona, whose conduct agrees 
with his profession, said, «It would 
be well if all the world knew the 
Word of God, as well as we know it 
—if all could read it as we read it~—if 
all could hear it every Sabbath as we 





| hear it—if aH would bow the knee te 


water, and that such like societies as 
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Jesus—if all knew him as the only 
sacrifice for sin: then there would be 
no war. We are to give our proper- 
ty, that other lands may know the 
true God and his Word, that they 
may have Teachers. It is not to be 
given to the false gods as we used to 
do. Letus be diligent, and spend 
our strength in this good work.” 

Another observed, “Friends! there 
have been many from among us, who 
have been pierced with balls: let us 
have no more of it: let our guns be 
rotten with rust; and if we are to be 
pierced, let it be with the Word of 
God.” 

Brother Williams then rose; and 
after some recapitulatory remarks,ex- 
plained more particularly the design 
ot the Society, and gave many reasons 
why they ought to collect their pro- 
perty. He urged it as a duty they 
owed to God, and to the Missionary 
Society in London. He contrasted 
the blessings which they now enjoy 
with their former wretched mode of 
living, and then referred to those 
countries where men and women are 
burned, where little children are giv- 
en to feed beasts, and 


same time, their need ef the word of 
the true God. He concluded by in- 
citements to perseverance and in- 
dustry 

Brother Threlkeld expressed the 
joy of his heart in witnessing so great 
a number assembled for so good a 
purpose, and cautioned the people 
more particularly against the idle 
tales of worthless seamen. ‘ Per- 
haps,” said he, “they will tell you 
that we want your property for our- 
selves, but you know better. We 
have never yet requested your pro- 
perty. For all we have received of 
you, we have given our own proper- 
ty We have not come hither to de- 
ceive you. Is there any one here 
who has been injured by us? Let him 
speak out. Are there any here pre- 
sent, who have lived at variance be- 
fore? Gratify your Teachers, by bury- 
ing your grievances, and live in peace, 
Love one another, as it becomes all 
who regard the Word of God. Show 
your willingness to do so, by holding 
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This was in. 


up your right hand,” 
stantly done. 

Brother Orsmend then proposed, 
that the next Missionary Meeting be 
holden in May, 1820; and that the 
Kings and Chiefs be requested to 
complete the intended new large 
place of Worship by that time. ‘To 
this they promptly agreed, and the 
Meeting concluded, 

A lively interest was excited in 
the minds of all. It was the topic of 
conversation for weeks after. Some 
have already begun to colleet their 
cocoa-nuts for the annual contribut- 
tion. Our spirits are revived, our 
zeal invigorated, and our determina- 
tion tospend and be spent, in the 
cause of the Redeemer strengthened., 


Narrarive of the State of 
Religion within the bounds of 
the Synod of VirGinta. 


The Lord and saviour of the 
church has promised ‘that the gates 


a Sakae of Hell shall never prevail against it. 
ee oO | The Synod find inthe events of the 
peop:e are drowned; showing, at the | . 


past year, fresh reason to confide and 
rejoice in this promise. They de- 
sire to bless God for what their eyes 
have seen, and their ears have heard 
of his saving power within their 
wide extended bounds. There has 
been indeed, and yet remains much 
todeplore In several congregations 
acold suspiciecus formality prevails, 
and too few professors exhibit that 
fervency of spirit, pecuniary Jiberali- 
ty, and exemplary holiness of gene- 
ral conduct, which fully testify the 
sincerity of their profession. The 
spirit of mad and delusive speculation 
in trade, lately so prevalent, is find- 
ing its remedy in the ruin and suffer- 
ing which it has produced, But our 
churches are still too much infected 
with a deadening worldly-minded- 
ness. In several of them, but few 
have lately made a professien of faith 
and hope in our Redeemer, Socie- 
ties for the promotion of religion 
have not increased in number or effi- 
ciency as much as might have been 
hoped, 








But though the Synod have great 
‘cause of grief, they have aienter'| 
cause of joy and encouragement. 
They observe with pleasure the es- 
tablishment of several new, and the 
Jaudable perseverance, of several 
old bible and tract societies, Bible 
classes, and Sunday schools. On hear- 
ing the particular narratives of the 
members of this body concerning 
the operations of these institutions, 
they were struck with the addition- 
al evidence afforded, of their great 
utility in the promotion of know 





ledge, morality and re} gion, particu- 
larly among the youthful, the poor, 
and the formerly neglected portions 
of society. 

No great and general revival of re- 
ligion has taken place lately within 
their bounds, But they rejoice to 
see that upon the whole, large addi- 
tions have been made ‘to their 
churches within the year. The ag- 
gregate increase of their church- 
members may be estimated at near a 
thousand. Several churches within 
the Lexington Presbytery, and afew 
in o.her places have received an 
augmentation of between 20 and 30 
members each, 

Within the limits of the Abingdon 
pr s>: \ery they are glad tohear of the 
flourishing state cf several congrega- 
tions, the call of some destitute re- 
gions for a preached gospel, and the 
hopetul appearance, at present, of a 
speedy and considerable addition of 
such as shall be saved to one of these 
churches. They alse learn with pe- 





cuhar pleasure, that at Washington 
college in that Presbytery, about 15 
pious young men are preparing for 
the gospel-ministry. 

But the most powerful and glori- 
ous exhibitions of Divine grace, have 
appeared in the counties of Bath and | 
Greenbriar, 

On Anthony’s creek, a settlement 
of 40 or 50 families, where until the 
last year, the people were destitute 
of religious instruction, a church has 
been organized, 24 persons have been 





added to the church—a house of 
worship has been built, and a most 
deep attention to Divine subjects al- 
most universally manifested. 
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At Covington, a village on Jack- 
son’s river; where 12 months ago, 
there was little regard for religion, 
and where they have since enjoyed 
but occasional preaching,—a church 
has been formed of about 40 mem- 
bers, chiefly new converts, Many al- 
so have joined the Methodist church, 
amost solemn attention to religion 
has been awakened in almost the 
whole population,— and deep impres- 
sions made upon many who have not 
yet come forward to the Lord’s table. 

We remark that God has, in these 
places, fulfilled the work of faith 
with uncommon power. The im- 
pressions made were of the most 
deep and solemn kind. Tears, and 
groans, and sobs, and loud cries for 
mercy, were in some instances ex- 
torted from the subjects of this 
work. 

In all that region, we hear with 
great joy that thousands are hunger- 
ing for the bread of life, and looking 
ardently for the visits of the messen- 
gers of peace. 

It is further stated, as an evidence 
of the promising state of things there 
that the Rev. Mr, McElheney has 
within 8 or 10 months, in his own 
congregations and vacancies around 
admitted into the full communion of 
the church about 100 souls, 

Well may we say, with regard to 
these events; “the Lord hath done 
great things for us, whereof we are 
glad. We pray and hope, that He 
may carry on this work, and extend 
it, until his name be a praise in every 
part of our highly favoured land. 





From the Religious Intelligencer. 
STATE OF RELIGION IN THE NORTHERN 
SECTION OF NEW-YORK. 


The following is the Narrative 
of the State of Religion 
within the bounds of the 
Synod of Albany: read and 
adopted at their Annual Meet- 
ing in Brownville, Septem- 
ber 15th, 1820. | 
To hear of the prosperity of Zion 


affords peculiar pleasure to her chil- 
dren. Such pleasure, the Synod 4f 
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Albany have it in their power to be- 
stow upon the churches and congre- 
gations under their care; by a rela- 
tion of the dealings of God ‘towards 
them during the past year. A year 
which will be set down in the annals 
of this judicature of the church of 
Christ, and in the hearts of its mem- 
bers, as having been most signally 
distinguished by spiritual blessings; 
one in which the interests of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom have been 
greatly advanced; and which, when 
the redeemed of the Lord shall stand 
upon Mount Zion, and looking down 
upon the darkness of the bottomless 
it from which they have been reco- 
vered, will be remembered by them 
with unutterable joy Inrecounting 
these favours, conferred upon us by 
the hand of our covenant God, the 
Synod feel that they have been be- 
stowed upon very unworthy labour- 
ers; that they are the favours of a 
sovereign, yet compassionate Jeho- 
vah; and would, with one heart, adopt 
the appropriate language of the Bi- 
ble, anid say. “Not unto us, O Lord, 
not unto us, but unto thy name give 
glory, for thy mercy and for thy 
truth’s sake.” Whatever of success 
might be attributed to us, viewing 
ourselves only as the instruments in 
God’s hand, we would, with the 
deepest submission, bring it all to 
the foot of the cross; convinced that 
** Paul may plant and Apollos water, 
but God must give the increase.” 
The Synod of Albany is made up 
of seven Presbyteries; and to have 
a clear and correct view of the state 
of religion, it will be necessary to 
retrace the providence of God dur- 
ing the past year, to each of these 
presbyteries, commencing with that 
of St. Lawrence. The Synod are 
very happy to have it in their power 
to state, that in the large, compara- 
tively new, and in many respects, im- 
portant part of the country within 
the bounds of this Presbytery, there 
has been a very visible and pleasing 
change in the state of morals. They 
who have been accustomed to see 


the Lord’s day profaned by forbid-| 
den labour; and who, in the public! 
service of God, have met with only | 





joy the stated means of grace 











2 few of Zion’s worshippers, now tell ' 
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us of order, regularity, and very viv 
sibly an increasing desire to hear the 
word of God, and to attend upon al! 
the ordinary means of grace. By 
several congregations under their 
care, new and commodious buildin 
have been erected und dedicated to 
the service of Almighty God; and 
the whole state of morals and of so- 
ciety greatly improved. In several 
of the towns within the bounds of 
this Presbytery, the interests of vi- 
tal godliness have also been consi. 
derably advanced; and in many of 
theirchurches, though there has not 
been what is generally denominated 
a revival of religion, yet there have 
been many instances of hopeful con- 
version, Scattered throughout the 
bounds of this Presbytery are many, 
not only hungering, but starving for 
the bread of life; m many small socie- 
ties that have no teachers, and are 
crying in the spirit and with the anx- 
iety of the Macedonian man, “come 
over and help us.” Here are large 
districts of country entirely destitute 
of the means of grace; and which, in 
earnest and pressing strains, beg the 
prayers and the exertions of the de- 
voted missionary of the cross. It is 
with pleasure the Synod state, that 
mora! order pervades, ina good de- 
gree, the military stationed within 
the bounds of this Presbytery; that 
they have been supplied with copies 
of the holy Scriptures, and manifest 
some disposition to attend upon the 
means of grace. In Lewisville, God 
has shed down some of his precious 
mercy drops; and made his children 
there to rejoice in a revival of his 
work. 

In the Presbytery of Champlain 
the state of religion is, on the whole, 
favourable in these places which en- 
Up- 
on Potsdam and Lorain, God has be- 
gun to pour down the influences of 
his Holy Spirit; and the effects are 
already very visible. We trust that 
he is about to gather in a rich harvest 
of souls in those places. With the 
exception of these two places, there 
have been no special revivals; yet 
the outward means are well attended, . 
charitable institutions are prosperous 
and multiplying, and a good degree 





of harmony pervades their churches. 
This Presbytéry is in the midst of a 
moral wilderness. Large tracts of 
country inhabited, but no one to 
preach to them the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. ‘This is a region 
which has hitherto been greatly ne- 
glected. The precious streams of 
salvation, at which the way-worn pil- 
grim drinks and refreshes his soul, 
have flowed around it in every direc- 
tion; but -hhave not yet broke their 
way through this spiritual desert. 

They have heard from a distance the 
sound of the waters, but their thirst 
has not been allayed, The glimmer- 
ings of light that have occasionally 
fitted across their horizon, have ex- 
posed to their view the dark, cold 
cloud that hangs upon them, and 
they wait with indescribable eager- 
ness the rising of the King of Day. 
From the windows of their cottages, 
and from the tops of the mountains 
they are Jooking forth, and the anx- 
ious cry, “Watchmen what of the 
night,” is raised throughout their 
benighted borders, When, oh when 
shall their cry touch the hearts of 
our churches, and the faithful mis- 
sionary be sent to tell them of Jesus. 
To the Presbytery of Oneida, God 
has manifested himself again in ways 
of mercy. With only one or two 
exceptions, the congregations under 
their care have been more than or- 
dinarily engaged in religion during 
the past year; and several of them 
biessed with the special presence 
and work of God. Upon Holland Pa- 
tent, Clinton, New-Hartford, Whites- 
borough, Utica, Westmoreland, 
Mount-Vernon, Litchfield, and Union 
the Lord has rained down righteous- 
ness, and many precious souls have 
been guickened by the vivifying in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit. {f it 
were proper to make any calculation 
on a subject of this nature, the Syn- 
od would remark, that from the 
statements of the members of that 
Presbytery it would appear, that 
more than seven hundred souls have 
been born unto God during the past | 
year. ‘The fruits of these revivals, 
like those of every other genuine | 
work of grace, have been peace and 
holiness. In view of this conquest, 
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jmade by the Captain of our salva- 


tion over the hearts of his enemies, 
we cannot refrain from saying. Go 
on thou Prince and Saviour, from 
conquering to conquer, until every 
knee shall bow, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.” 

Passing on to the Presbytery of 
Otsego, we are still able to mark 
the footsteps and the victories of the 
King of kings, Particularly in Coop- 
erstown and Sherburne, the Lord has 
appeared for the salvation of many. 
In the former of these places, the re- 
vival began in a very interesting and 
powerful manner; so interesting and 
so powerful, that if the relation did 
not exceed the bounds of such a nar- 
rative, the Synod would be happy to 
give it to their people. The fruits 
of this revival were 111 hopeful con- 
verts; and in Sherburne abouc 200, 
The general features of the work in 
these societies, were similar to those 
ot the other revivals within the 
bounds of this Synod. 

From Otsego, we come to the 
Presbytery of Albany, Here have 
been gathered many trophies of the 
cross during the last year. In fen 
contiguous towns there have been 


special and powerful revival of re- 


ligion; but more particularly at Sara- 
toga Springs, Malta, Stillwater, Balls- 
ton, East Galway, West Galway, Am- 
sterdam, and Schenectady, the work 
has beenoverwhelming. To give any 
thin» likea particular account of these 
revivals, would very farexceed our li- 
mits. Wecan only say that the work 
has been very general throughout 
these towns; that it has been accom. 
panied with very deep and pungent 
convictions of sin as committed 
against a holy God; and that its fruits 
have been suchas to convince the 
most incredulous, that of a truth the 
Lord was here. The arrows of the 
Almighty have been sharp in the 
hearts ofhis enemies. Many a proud 
sinner has been humbled, and there 
is good reason @o believe ‘that ne arly 
two thousand souls have been wash- 
»iood of the Lamb. A 
year, such as the last has been, was 
never ky vefore in the bounds of 
this Presby iy: 
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In the Presbytery of Columbia, 
God has also made bare his arm for 
the salvation of sinners. At Schagh- 
ticoke, North Pittstown and at Nas- 
sau, more than one hundred give 
hopeful evidence of being born of 
God. The same shower that water- 
ed the vineyard in the Presbytery of 
Albany was spread out over these 
places. In Lansingburg there has 
been more than an ordinary atten- 
tionto religion, and about 16 or 20 
give evidence of a saving change. 

Other places, not particularly nam- 
ed, within the bounds of this Synod, 
have made large additions to their 
churches during the past vear; and 
an increased interest to religion, as 
well as a more faithful attendance 
upon the means of grace, have been 
very manifest. 

With these rich and abundant ef 
fusions of the Holy Spirit God hath 
been pleased to bless our seminaries 
of learning. In Union and Hamilton 
Colleges there have been special re- 
vivals of religion; the fruits of which 
are the hopeful conversion of thirty- 
four in the former, and seventeen in 
the latter of ‘these institutions. 
Lhus, with the smiles of his Provi- 
dence upon these colleges, our Hea- 
venly Father is mingling the convert- 
ing and sanctifying influence of the 
Holy Spirit: and we fondly hope, pre- 

aring many faithful Ixbourers for the 
F elds already white with the harvest. 

In some of our congregations luke. 
warmness and apathy still prevail. 
Q@ would to God it were not so, But 
on all such the Synod would loudly 
call; and urge them to be up and do- 
ing in this day, distinguished by God’s 
merciful visitation to our churches. 

Ona review of the whole, we would 
cordially and unitedly say, 

“Bless the Lord O our souls, and all 
that is within us bless his holy name, 
and ferget not all his benefits.” 

Jonas Coe, D. D. 
Joun Frost, 
Hatsey A, Woop. 


Com- 
mittee. 


REFORMED DUTCH CHURCH. 
General Synod of the Reformed Dutch 
Church in North America Report, 

‘That, from the Minutes of the Par- 
xpeular Synods of New-York and Al- 
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bany, and from the free conversation 
on the state of religion, it appears-— 
That the pure doctrines of the gos. 
pel, as held by our standards, are ge- 
nerally maintained, and regularly and 
faithfully preached—that there is 
particular attention paid to the in- 
struction of youth in the principles 
of our religion—that family visitation 
is faithfully attended to by many of 
our ministers that there is a very 
encouraging attendance upon public 
worship and other means of grace— 
that the number and influence of 
prayer-meetings and Bible classes 
have considerably increased—that fa- 
mily worship and other private da- 
ties are better observed than former- 
ly —that there is an increasing atten- 
tion to discipline—that the standard 
of piety is gradually rising—that pro- 
fessors of religion are walking more 
worthy of their vocation-—that Chris- 
tians of various denominations are 
more closely united in the kindly 
feelings of gospel good-will—that the 
monthly concert of public prayer is 
regulariy observed in many congre- 
gations—that there is in a few places 
more lively interest felt in behalf of 
Missionary and Bible Societies—that 
there are more earnest prayers and 
more liberal exertions made for the 
extension of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom at large—that the regular dis- 
pensation of the gospel has a very 
perceptible influence upon the 
world in many places, to check 
their vices and vain amusements— 
that during the last yeara goodly 
number of sinners have, to all ap- 
pearance, become savingly convert- 
ed—and that the general prospects 
of our church are in many quarters 
very particularly encouraging. 

From this general view it appears, 
that the Dutch Church was never in 
amore prosperous state in this coun- 
try; that it never had brighter pros- 
pects; and, therefore, that its mem- 
bers have never been more loudly cal- 
led upon to observe and acknow- 
ledge, that the hand of God has been 
stretched out in their behalf, 

It is particularly incumbent on us 
to notice the increased attention 
which is paid to family worship: this 
duty has heretofore been neglected 








to avery shameful degree in many 
of our congregations. it is pleasing 
to observe that an evident change for 
the better is now taking place. In 
some congregations two-thirds of the 
families of professors now regularly 
worship God morning and evening. 
Inafew congregations the propor- 
tion is still greater; and in one, al! 
the families of this description but 
two, are entitled to this commenda- 
tion, 

It is also pleasing to observe, that 
Bible classes are multiplying and at- 
tracting more general attention. It 
has been found by experience that 
this mode of instruction is peculiarly 
calculated to interest the minds of 
yeung people, and to induce the at- 
tendance of many, who would turn 
away from other modes, and in many 
instances it has actually been produc- 
tive of the happiest results. 

When we add to this the considera- 
tion, that by this method we draw 
instruction directly from the fountain 
of religious knowledge, which God 
himself has opened, we earnestly 
pray that these institutions may meet 
with still more extensive patronage, 

Prayer meetings and family visita- 
tions, have also been remarkably 
blessed, and have given clear indica- 
tions of God’s presencegwith us. In 
attending to the latter duty it has 
been found very useful for the minis- 
ter sometimes, to go unattended by an 
elder, and to speak to the members 
of each family, one by one. Sucha 
mode of address, is peculiarly cal- 
culated to come home to every heart. 
There is no throwing it off upon 
others, or merging of one’s self ina 
whole community, and thus escaping 
as an individual There is a great 
point gained, when you make the in- 
dividual feel that religion is his own 
personal concern. It has also been 
found useful, to hold meetings ex- 
pressly for the purpose of conversa- 
tion and prayer, with such as are in 
any degree anxious about their spirit- 
ual state; or are willing to confess 
that they are seeking salvation. 

Among the causes of gratulation on 
the state and prospects of the 
@hurch, your Committee distinctly 
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recognize those frequent revivals of 


religion which are breaking forth in 
various parts of our land, and within 
eur own borders; and in which, con- 
siderable numbers are in a short time 
brought from the darkness and thral- 
dum of sin, into the light and glori- 
ous liberty of the children of God. 
When we hear such things, we are 
powerfully reminded of the promise; 


“J will pour water upon him that is.. 


thirsty, and floods upon the dry 
ground; I will pour my spirit upon thy 
seed and my blessing upon thine off- 
spring;”? and we are, before we are 
aware, thinking of those events of the 
day of Pentecost, which were thie ac- 
tual first fruits; and the earnest of the 
great harvest of souls which God 
shall ;ather to himself in the latter 
days. Considering these revivals in 
this connexion, they open a glorious 
field to our view, and place us under 
very special oblivations to praise the 
Lord and congratulate one another’ 
on what we are living to hear and see. 
If the angels. in heaven feel such an 
interest in our concerns as to. rejoice 
over a sinner when he is brought 
to repentance, should not. we re- 


joice at the conversion of a multitude - 


of our neighbours and brethgem® Yes, 
let us, * praise the Lord for his good- 


ness, and for his wonderful works . 


to the children of men!” 
But though « the Lord hath done 
great things, whereof we. are glad,” 


yet our joy is abated by the coldness . 


and barrenn@ss Of many professors; by 
the unhappy distractions and keen 
animosities existing in one of our 
classes; and especially, by the awful 
fact, that to all appearance, a vast 
majority of the people of our several 
congregations are yet in an uncon- 


verted state; and therefore, under. 


the curse of God, and exposed to his 
eternal wrath. Their case is the 
more affecting, because they are 
brought very near to the kingdom of 
heaven; they are living within the 


call ofthe Saviour. But they will not. 
come to him that they may have life. 
Many are deaf to his call, and wholly 


indifferent to his admonitions. They 
have forgotten their Maker, and ne- 
glect his service, though they have 
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srown up under the means of. grace, 
and have dwelt inthe midst of such 
as are living and faithful witnesses 
for God, Is not their case most aw- 
ful and deplorable? Will it not be 
more tolerable for Sodom and Go- 
morrah in the day of judgment, than 
for many who belong to our congre- 
gations and frequent our churches? 
Let us more faithfully and habitually 
view the case as it really is: Let us 
measure ourselves not so much by 
human judgment, as by the standard 
of divine truth; let us view our con- 
greyations in the light of God’s word; 
and we shall see abundant reason to 
weep day and night over the slain of 
the daughters of Zion! Let us pray, 


and preach, and act, and labour as if 


we were in earnest over this immense 
interest; as if we really believed and 
felt, that we are all fellow-workers 
with God, to save the souls of our 
fellow creatures from destruction 
The Committee have also prepar- 
ed, and herewith present, certain re- 


solutions connected with the state of 


the churches for the consideration 
of the Synod. All of which is res- 
pectfilly submitted. 
By order of the Committe, 
Twr MILLEDOLLER, Chairmas. 
New-York, June, 1820. 
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SELECT LITERARY INTELLI- 
GENCE# ; 


Recently Published and on Sale in the 
Book-Stores in Richmond. 


SOUTHEY’s LIFE or WESLEY. 
2 Vols. 8vo. $4. This is a curious 
book. It contains sketches of the 
Ecclesiastical History of England for 
near a century, notices of Wesley’s 
fellow labourers, various anecdotes 
of others, and altogether a strange 


medley of prejudice and liberality, of 


sensible and absurd things. It ap- 
pears to us, that the design of the 
writer is to prepare the way for the 
return of the English Methodists to 
the established church. That such 
an event is possible, there can be no 
doubt. We think it, although dis- 
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tant, notimprobable. But the effeés 
of Southey? s book will be the reverse 
ot that designed by him. 


Character essential to Success in 
Life.—By the Rev. Isaac ‘Taylor, of 
Ongar. Self Cultivation Recommend- 
ed,—By thesame. Practical Hints to 
Young Females on the Duties of é 
Wife, a Mother, and a Mistress of a 
Family, By Mrs. Taylor, of Ongar, 

The Taylors are a family, in whom 
are united very considerable intellec- 
tual endowments, very creditable li- 
terary attainments, and fervent piety. 
They have produced a number of 
small works calculated to be useful in 
no small degree. 


Display; Maternal Solicitude; Es- 
says on Morals and Vanners, are of the 
number. ‘The last of these, by Miss 
Jane Vaylor is much less known and 
valued than it ought to be. It is 
Poetry; and we think it not too much 
to say, that the Author has caught 
some portion of the spirit and man- 
ner of the best of modern Poets, 
Cowper. 

The three little books noticed 
above are worth perusa!. We strong- 
ly recommend to female readers, the 
Practical Hints; the other two, to all, 
but especially the young. 


JUST PUBLISHED, 

The Life of Curran, the celebrated 
Irish Lawyer. By his son Henry Cur- 
ran, The Reviewers speak of this 
as a very pleasing specimen of Bio- 


graphy. 


The Life of Commodore Perry. A 
small 12mo., vol. Of the merits of this 
we know nothing. We hope that it is 
well written, ‘The glory of a nation 
is perpetuated, when the wisdom of 
her statesmen, and the courage of her 
warriors, are celebrated in the writ- 
ings of men of genius and taste. 


To Correspondents. 


We acknowledge with pleasure the 
receipt of the first part of a Memoir 
of the late William Graham, A. M. 





